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tly ernacle, you require our riper 

N of How we continue if We therefore „in 

Duty to you, 834 0 to the Truth which we have Pleaded 
and Saffred ed for, ſhall once more Anſwer your Demand, 
as expecting ſhortly to Anſwer for our Practice to our 
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. how they will, we muſt ſtill profeſs, That as Conformity t 
Se 20 us in 1662, gur Conſcience... did_ndt allow us to Þ « 
mit to that Dat, tho hereby we left all our worldly | _ 
—— 1 at hazard. Others ſee not with ue Eyes, and 

| we have learnt of our Maſter, not to Fudge them, Mat. 7. 
1. Rom. 14. 4, 10. but we are Debtors to you, and to- 


tharing — d o ak 
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| _ yeEftail not tg, cry, aur 

fled, pap we ſilently fit down under the Clamour : 


Our care is not to pleaſe Men, but approve our ſelves to 
God : Theſe Matters of poſitive Worſhip, which have oc- 
_ — much unhappy Strife, . tho they are not the 
8.7 of \the' Lr; dre {one part ol Qunſel o 
elſe +. hunt we Walk by Rule therein? Exod. 
25.9, 40. Exel. 43. 10, 11. Mat. 28. 19, 20. therefor 
in fulfilling our Miniſtry, they muſt be Jometime t 
du, to be remembred after dur Dece this we 
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thers to abound in their Senſe, and candillly declare our 
onn in manner following. "+ 1 
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It ſeems neceſſary firſt to State this: For it's Advo- 
cates are not all agreed what it is, or when one may be 
truly ſaid to have Conformed, ſo as to ſatisfie the Law. 
By Conformity we mean, the ordering of aur whole Prattice 
in the Publict Wor ſhip of God, aceordi 54 
Canons Eftabliſhed to that End, by the Act of Uniformity, 
taling Place from the 24th ef Auguſt, 16. common 
called ſince that time, Black: Bartholomew-day : | That A 
Names all the intended Books, and Tmpoſcth the diſpu- 
ted Practices. Without complying to theſe, we are not 
admitted to Communion in ſome Divine Ordinances, or 
Priviledges of Chriſtians, as ſuch; and ſometime we 
could not enjoy our Civil Liberti e. 
All the Parts of impoſed Conformity, are not alike ea- 


fie to them that Embrace it, nor alike grievous to Diſ- 


{enters : Some may feel themſelves more pinched here, 
and ſome there; we ſhall: not now recount: every" thing 


that we haye objected againſt ; which may be ſeen in our 


Books, Old and New: Nor, may you think, that eve- 
of the Particulars which we Name, taken alone, is 


ufticient Ground for ſeparating from the Dioceſan Chur- 


ches. Some parts of Conformity which we complain of, 
which ought not to be impoſed, are yet more Tolerable 
in ſome Circumſtances. The whole of it is to us a Grie- 
vous Burden, which we think; ought to be removed, that 
Chriſts Terms of Communion in his Church may take 


Place. Our yielding in this or that, ſo far as we can, (as 


many have done, long before the late invidious Noiſe 
about Ocraſonal Conformity) avails nothing, while the 
Impoſers abate nothing, and will come to no dar Tem- 


per; as appears by all the Convocations held ſince the Re- 


volution in 1688. Conformity and Nonconformit are not 
ino Religions as too many ignorand y think! The great 
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Things of the Law and Goſpel; moſt Eſſentiał to Godli - 
neſs, are unconteſted between us : we agree with all true 
Proteſtants, to Reverence Holy Scripture, as the plain, 
perfect, only Rule of Religion, in all: its parts. By 
that ſtandard we muſt try all Doctrines and Practices — 
by that Rule therefere wemuſt 1 — 99 18 diſ- 
ordered in the Houſe of God, 2 Tim. 3. 
Id, 15, 16. What the Word ade God ud a not warrant 


us to ꝑrałtice in the Church, we for Conſcience ſake do 


peaceably teſuſe; and for this we are Nonconformifts or 
— i. e. Teak ſuch Brethren who think they 
t to obſerve. divers other things in Wor- 
this — Bits ipline, not required by the Word, but on- 
ly — by Humane Laws. e Modes or Forms 
of Worſhip they uſually call indifferent things in their 
Nature; — by impoſing them, and that under Penal- 
ties, do not leave them ſo to us, nor leave us free as to 
the uſe ” tam, if we-conld think them indifferent 
TOO; 100 Frobe | 
1 9. Il. 2 — Lay-Gnforwity. 
tte E 
Becauſe the Law requires n of Miniſters as ſuch, 

| than of others; that which it requires of all in common, 
we, by cuſtom, call Lay-Conformity, which ſtands intheſe 
things. 1. The Act of Uniformiry requires all the grown 
People of England to act their Part in Publick Wor- 
= by certain Forms of Words in the Om Prayer- 

Book ; — ſo 1 to approve the making and 
impoſing ſuch would have no other 
Prayers uſed in Families; tho many Miniſters do 
compoſe and uſe other Forms in the Pulpits, they 
are condemned by others of their Brethren therein, 
as Uncanonical. 2. We muſt alſo uſe certain Humane 
Rites amid Ceremonics in Worſhip, as the Coſs, _ 
3. We muſt receive all, and — "ſuch Paſtors, 
without the Peoples Conſent or Knowledge, are bouts 
into Pariſhes by Patrotr: and Dioceſans ; whatey — 


| r be. 4. We muſt all ſubmit to a 
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8 
there to do among the Idol Worſhippers, if he was not 
of that mind? Ho could any Obſerver put a diffe- 
ence? Therefore this Action ſo circumſtanced, is call d, 

aving Communion with Devils, 1 Oor. 10. 20, 21. as the 
Idolaters had. We are not to diſſemble with God, nor 
Men; our Separation were needleſs and ſinful; if we 
did not think Conformity ſiuſul in ſome Degree: And in 
that caſe to practice it, is to tell the World (if ſincerity 
be left among Men) that we account it Lawful, or To- 
Jerable to us, tho not ſimply Elegible. We therefore 
dare not by Practice, violatei our Conſciences, and fo 
ent avowed Principles. Nor will Perſons of any 


ndor, and Chriſtian Charity, think this a Humour of 


Oppoſition ;-for-they know, that among us, have been, 
and are Men of Sober Minds, and try d Integrity; Men 
of good Senſe and Learning; Men of great Ability and 
Uſefulneſs in Church and State; Men who reliſhed alſo 
the 3 or their * and Families 2 — 

en who greatly valued an Opportunity of ſerving their 
Genetation, and their, dear — the Goſpel- 
Miniſtry; fp would not for Trifles expoſe themſelves to 
Poyerty, Contempt, Obſcurity, Priſons, mercileſs Fines, 
2 le, and Death it ſelf: This were an odd Humour 
muee g. | 


a oth Having premiſed this, we further plead, 8 


I. That we are not yet convinced, or ſatisfy d in our 


Judgment, that any Book of Cmnmon- Prayer ſhould be 


compoſed for, and impoſed on us, as a Rule, and a 
Means of ordinary Publick Worſhip. We find not in 
Scripture, that our Lord Jeſus, the Head of his Church, 
has given Authority to any Officers of his, to make 


Prayers which others muſt uſe. He himſelf o ea 


them to pray, and to watch wato Prayer : And — 

ſo, in a ſuitable variety of words, on all Occaſions: 

But not one of the Apoſtles can we find ever once uſing 

that only Form of Prayer, which he dictated to his 

5 for a compendious Directory about the Matter 

and Method of Prayer, * the Two Evangeliſts — 
| | 1 
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(3) 
not recorded that, exactly in the ſame words, ſo it ap- 
pears not, that the Apoſtles, or any elſe in their Times, 
underſtood our Lord to oblige them to repeat thoſe very 
words for Prayer. Not that we think it unlawful fo to 
do; and many of us have, and do uſe thoſe words, and 
think it is left free to us to uſe them, or other words to 
the ſame Senſe and Purpoſe. How much leſs 'doth 


Chriſt warrant Mien to impoſe their tinted Forms on All? 


We have but one Maſter, Matth. 23. 8, 9. — 28. 18, 
19, 20. Chriſt Jeſus alone is Lord and Lawgiver in his 

hurch, or Houſhold : I. 33- 22. Heb. 3. 6, He there- 
fore alone may preſcribe the Means of Divine Worſhip ; 
and in this we are not to be Servants of Men, 1 8 
neſs in the Second Commandment, where under the 
ſpecial Name of Images; he forbids us to worſhip God by 
any other way than he has appointed in his Word. Now 
Prayer is an eminent part of Publick Worſhip, in all 
Times and Nations: And whereas Miniſters muſt there- 
in ſpeak for the People to God, pertinently to all Events 
and Circumſtances, we cannot doubt but he doth, and 


well furniſh ſuch a Miniſtry as he Calls, to perform this 


part. He pour'd out proper and ſufhcient Gifts for the 
Miniſtry 1n all the Parts of it, after his Aſcenſion ; not 
only on Prophets and Apoſtles, but on ordinary Paſtors 
and Teachers, Eph. 4. 12. 1 Cor. 14. 12, 15. Humble 
Exerciſe would increaſe Spiritual Gifts. Confinement 
to a Form of Words will quench them Do not Con- 


ſeormiſts find, that no nes Form can fully anſwer all 


emergent Occaſions of Prayer > Therefore many take a 


Liberty (tho' cenſurd, as we are, for ſo doing) and 


others that will not, or cannot do ſo, muſt often be 
pittifully wanting in preſent Duty. un VET 

A Book of Homilies, were it impoſed on a Nation 
for ſo conſtant uſe, as a Book of Prayer is, would ſoon 
produce a weak, ungifted, contemptible Miniſtry : And 
Has not the binding of Men to pray only by Book, 


brought it to this paſs, That many can neither pray 


without 


(9) 
without that Book, or believe that others can, or may ? 
Hence the Office of the Spirit, about Prayer, has been 
rudely treated 1n divers Books : And many excellent 
able Miniſters feverely treated and rejected, for ſtirring 
up that Gift of God in them, tho commanded to do ſo, 
2 Tim. 1. 6. It's true, ſome Reformed Churches have 
their Publick Liturgies; but not ſo impoſed on All, 
and for conſtant Uſe, as Ours is: Or if any are fo, we 
* mult ask, Quo jure? by what Rule or Authority? 
ns {hoſe honoured Churches are no more a Law to us in 
e- chis, than our, Accuſers admit them to be unto them, 
in other Matterz. We are under the Law to Chriſt alone: 
P's And our Brethren know. full well, how ready moſt of 
1. us have been, to uſe ſome preſcribed Forms, ſo far as 
he ve thought our Great Maſter allows us, and the great 
ends of Prayer can be ſerved or attained thereby : And 
what moulds Men have more? 
ui. 2. If ſome Forms mult be preſcribed and uſed, yet 
We and our Fathers have conſtantly excepted againſt 
\ts ir Book of Prayer, as not well fitted for Publick oy : 
14 | {ee the Papers on this Head, which were offer d at the 
is Savoy-Conference in 1661. It's true, this Book is purged 


he from the great Abominations in the Maſs Book, and 


of Contains many good Things, much found Matter, and 
very fit Petitions, expreſs d in very good Words. Hence 
Je many of our Elder Brethren ſubmitted to 4 free »ſe of 
nt it, while there was any Hope, by patient yielding, to 
n- get it amended at laſt, and not rigorouſly impoſed : 
a11 But they could never conſent to ſuppreſs all other Pub- 
lick Prayer, nor thought this Form to be the Male in 
nd e Flock, Yea, being urg d as it is, they fear d it did 
be burt to true Devotion, and to the Work of Reformati- 
on; and fo might deſerve a like Sentence as the Braxen 
on Serpent ; which tho of God's Inſtitution, the good Kin 
on] brake, when perverted to whoriſh Superſtition, an 
nd calld it Nebuſbran, 2 Kings 18. 4. we are affaid this 
kf Book has been by ſome really Molized and Abuſed. 
ay However granting (as W always chearſully grant) 
ut 1 that 
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that Gol has been acceptably worſhipped ſometime this 
way, and that the Compilers of this Book were excel- 
tent Men of God; and that the introducing of thi? 
Book inſtead of the Latin-Maſs-Book, was a happy ſtep 
towards the bleſſed Reformation; we would add, if we 
may without Offence, EL d 
I. That it is ſome Diſgrace upon this Book, that its 

whole Method and Order are took from the aforeſaid 
infamous Book, and from the Ceremoniale & Pontificale 
Romanum; eſpecially the Cathedral Service. This is 
undeniable by ſuch as compare the Two- Books. Ed- 
ward the 6th, quieted his ignorant Male-contents, by Wt! 
averring, That the Book was no other but their own er 
affected Maſs in Engliſh. Some of our Biſhops would g 
have retain'd the very name Maſs ; and Two ſucceſſive  C 
Popes offer d Queen Elizabeth, on certain Terms, to con- 1: 
firm or allow this Book. Vid. Cambdens Elix. p. 46.Þ tl 
Fox's Acts and Mon. Vol. 2. p. 667. Now what need 
has ſuch a Learned Proteſtant. Church to continue the] t! 
Book ſtill in this State? when no other Reformed Church 
doth the like. Is not this too much Reſpect to the Ido- 
Jatrous Synagogue of Satan? May it not tempt unwary # 
People to return to Popery > Which accordingly we 
found in Two of our late Kings. Symbolizing with 
Idolaters was like to harden them in Idolatry, and ſeduce 
old 1ſrarl from true Religion; elſe why did God in his 
Law ſo ſtrictly charge his People, that they ſhould ne- 
ver worſhip him with any of the Cuſtoms of Idolaters ? 
ſee Exod. 34. 11. to 17. Levit. 18. 30. Deut. 12. 29. 
to 32. Our Pious and Tender Firſt Reformers did in- 
deed hereby hope to gain ſome Papiſts to us: But ſure, K 
that Plea is now void long ſince. 1 Boe = 
2, We have all along ſhewn in many Books, the De- 
ficiencies and Faults of this Book, viz. That the greateſt 
Matters of ordinary Prayers are lightly touched therein; 
quick Tranſitions, and Things foreign; and ſometimes 
mich Tautology. We cannot think there is — De- t 
cency or Gravity in the Peoples Reſponſes; for by 
= Scripture- 
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this cripture · direction they have no more to utter in Pubs 
cel- Nick - Prayer, but their hearty Amen, 1 Chron. 16. 36. 
1 Cor. 14. 16. Nor in their muttering the words of the 
Lord's Prayer after the Miniſter: Nor can we imagine 
a good Reaſon. for repeating that Prayer Five or Six times 
and ſometimes more) in the ſame Morning or Eveni 
Service, as if there were ſome ſtrange Efficacy in thole 
Words and Syllables. Papifts indeed ſeem to nouriſh that 
Conceit; but Proteſtants ſhould know better. And we 
who are thus perſwaded of this Book, how can we in 
Conſcience uſe it as others do? Beſides, That we think 
by the enjoining of it has been a woful occaſion of perſe- 
wn © cuting the Godly, that durſt not ſubmit to it; and a 
uld great means of continuing divers Corruptions in the 
ve Church, as Pluralities, Infufficient Miniſters, &c. who are 
on- {aid by ſome to have fully diſcharged that Office, if 
46. they duly read all that this Book directss. 
eed 3. In particular Forms we except againſt certain 


the things, as neither true, nor good. : 
rch 1. Holy-days, and ſtated Feaſts, which have been, 


do- | and may till be enforced by the Spiritual Courts. The 


ary weekly Sabbath we honour, and count it a peculiar 
we Beauty of our Brittiſh Reformation,to aſſert it as of Divine 
'ith Inſtitaion. This Book (and a wretched Book of Sports) 
uce ] level it to Church Feaſts and Fats; for the impoſing. of 
his vrhich in Goſpel-times, we find no warrant in the Ne- 
ne- | Teſtament ; but the contrary, in Rom. 14. 4, 5. Gal. 4. 
rs 2M 10. 11. - The Apoſtles left us no Example of conformin 
29. to the Aboliſhed Cuſtoms of Fews or Gentiles: A 
in- God, the Lord of our Time ſays, Sx Days ſhalt thon La- 
re, B bour : Poor People have no leiſure to reſt other Days. 

And its evident in /taly and Spain, that not Piety, but 


e-  Sloath, Vice, and Poverty, are promoted by this offict- 


eſt ous Pretence to greater Devotion; which alſo the Ger- 
n; 8 * — 75 voted i —.— _ Gravamina. | 

es it if it were uſeful to ſeparate certain yearly Days, 
e- ¶ to affect the People more with ſuch great Myſteries of 
by the Chriſtian Religion, as Chriff's Nativity, Death, Re- 
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(12) 
farreftion, &c. Why muſt like Days be obſerv'd in 
honour to Saints and Angels? For that has been ever 
reckon d (as tis ſtill by Popiſh Idolaters) equal to baild- 
ing Temple; to them. | | | 
The Book directs to keep many Faſts, as on Wedneſ- 
days, Fridays, Lent, Ember-weeks, Holy-day-Eves, &c. 
which looks more like Phariſaical or Popiſh,thanChriſtian 
Devotion: And they who thus preſcribe to us, ſeldom 


do, or can obſerve the ſame. | Nor would ſuch ated 


Faſts ſo well anſwer the Ends of Faſting, as when they 
are order d and well kept upon Special Occaſions ; not 
Popiſhly abſtaining from This or That fort of Meat, 
but from all indulging the Fleſh, and thereby humblmg 
the Soul unto fervent Prayer. | 

2. The Rubrick of baptizing Infants affirms, That i: 
zs certain by God's Word, that Baptized Children dying be- 


fore Actual Sin, are undoubtedly Saved, We read not 


ſo in God's Book; how then can we affirm it? (for 
ſecret things belong to God ) or thank God for regenc- 
rating every Child baptized. Where can we find the New 
ſpiritual Birth fo tyd to Water-Baptiſm? Nor have 
we any Scriptures for Godfathers, which the Book re- 


quires, even of the Adult and Intelligent, coming to Zo 


Baptiſm; and for Infants too, ſo excluding Parents from 
covenanting there for their own Children, and engaging 
the Sponſors to promiſe that which no Man can — 
form, and ſcarce any do attempt: Hence Men of leaft 


_ Conſcience, as to renouncing the Fleſh, the World, and the 
Devil, are boldeſt to promiſe for others, that which they 


never mind to perform for themſelves. 
3. How can we (as in the Office of Burial ) bleſs 


God over every Corps, That he has taken to himſelf the | 


Soul of our dear Brother or Siſter departed, and then 'com- 
mit the Body to duſt, in ſure and certain hope of the 
Ke ſurrection to Eternal Life. Yet this mult be done for 
every Perſon baptized, if not excommunicated, nor a Felo 

£4 tho the Perſon = in the very Act of moſt outra- 


gious Sin, and leaves no rational hope of His or Her Sal- 


vation. 4. Publick | 


i (13) 
m4. Publick Reading of Holy Scripture being the great 
help that many poor People have, to be acquainted with 
the Bible, the Liturgy provides but ſorrily for it. For 
1. The'Pfalms therein are ſtill read in a corrupt Verſion, 
and that ſometimes contradicted by our preſent, autho- 
rized Tranſlation ; and all their Titles left out, which are 
part of the Original Text. 2. Many Canonical Books 
(owned to be ſo, by the 39 Articles, and therefore pro- 
fitable to Salvation, 2 Tim. 3. 16.) which contain weigh- 
ty Matters, not profeſſedly treated of in other Scrip- 
tures, are never read; nor many Chapters of other Books; 
and the reſt are ſtrangely mangled and curtail d: This 
US did not the old Jem, nor Primitive Chriſtians, nor do other 
| Reformed Churches. 3. Apocryphal Books, which the 
ge- Article counts ſo, and which many Prelatical Doctors 
tot bave proved ſo, and which Chriſt and his Apoſtles ne- 
for Nver once reſpected like Moſes and the Prophets; yet are 
ordered to be read for Leſſons, and that in large Porti- 
ons; hereby thruſting out great part of Canonical Scrip- 


and teaching them toupbraid us with Self · contradiction. 
to Holy Scripture is our only Oracle. How then can we 
Proteſtants ſay, as in the Homily, Thar' the Holy Ghoſt 

m le by Tobit? Where alſo the Angel calls himſelf Toby's 
5 Kin ſman, and of the Tribe of Naphtali, and of the Cap- 
15 tives that dmelt at Nineveh; directs him to cure his Fa- 
6 ther 's blind Eyes with the Gall of a Fiſh, and fright 
| away the Devil with its Liver. Eccleſiaſticus ſays, Eli- 
© h dead Body propheſied, and that Alms attone for Sin. 
In Judith the Murder and Treachery of Simeon and Levi 
75 are juſtify d, and ſo is that Harlot her ſelf, in all her lewd 
Tricks to debauch Holofernes, which yet (like the Italian 

55 Banditti) ſhe conſecrates with Prayer. Now we cannot 
Aſſent and Confent to bring all this vile Stuff into 
15 God's folemn Worſhip, where all muſt be done to 
% | Godly edifying. If then the Church muſt have a Book 
Jof Common-Prayer fo ſtrictly enjoin'd, what hinders 
her to mend this, or provide a better 

1 & 4. More 


ure, as Papiſts do; and ſo hardening them in their Error, 
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' The Book annexeth Hentai,” Sybolical Grits to 
certain parts of Worſhip: And here, 1, We complain, 
that the Impoſers claim a bound leis Poner ta 'deerte Rite, 
and Cremonies: Vid. Artic. 20. enlarg d in Aric. 34. 
And this Church is judge of her own Power, and off 
what is fit to decree; fo ſhe may decree, ad inſinitum. 
But where did Chrift Jeſus lier Head and Lord give her 
that Power ?: Is it not his own Prerogative to give Laws 
and Ordinances in bis Houſe? » Eph. 1. 22, 23.5: 23, 
Phil. 2. 9, 10, 11. Whoever aſſume his Work; aſſume 
his Crown, .and ſeem to accuſe him to be unwiſe or un- 
faithful in his Office. Tis not ouly we, but many, Learn- 
ed Prelates teach, that in the Second Command mentſi ſc 
forbids all Mans Devices in his Worſhip,: under 
he name of mages. That winch Men call Decent, is 19 
ſufficiently diſparaged, if God ſays of it, I commanded i: 
not, nor ramen in my Mind, ſcr. 7. 30,31. 19. 5. 
We the Diſciples and &. Subpebts; Chnilt Jeſus are to cleave 
to his pure Inſtnutions. He knows vain Man, how prone 
he is to meddie beyond bis Line, in fooliſh Inventions., 
Jdols are the fruit of Mans, hcentious Wit, Hof. 13. 2. 
Nom. 1. 22, 23. Hence God would not truſt bis own 
faithful Moſes. to put a Nail or a Pin in his Taber- 
cle without his preciſe Order; ; How then can we think 
he has not left a Door alk ind Cn fond Conceit o 
—— that get uppermoſt in the Church? He has 
njoin d us what Rites he ſaw fit, in the New Tefſta- 
— and limited us roa Rule: But how is it a Kale, 
or 2 Boundar if going beyond" it is no Tranſgreſſian 


1 


74325 0 32882 OC rss 


as 
Or if we make our ſelves another Rule ?: Hener thi 
"Chnft juſtifies his Diſciples Non- conformity to à mot wi 
— Rite, when ** — _ placed therein. The t3 


Phariſees had de . 2. 3, 9. Mark 7. 3, Abe 
that may” muſt waſh their — 7505 4 Suppoſe, 6. 


n from a dirty Market, or from among an un. I di- 


godly 


— 


0 ( * 5 ) 

Sodly*Multithde.' Was not that a decent cleanly Cere- 
mony ? Had not the Phariſees Authority in that Church? 
Bur 'fiys Chriſt, 7* tranſgreſs God's Command by your 
* tO Tradinn. Did they . repeal or .contradi& it? No, but 


an, vrent beyond,” and added to it. Proud Man will not 


dire de kept within bounds; our plain Worſhip ſeems too 
34 rade and Bod; Ceremonies are thought to beautify it: 
1 of But fays Chriſt, In vain do they worſhip me, teaching for 
mn. Doftrines the Commandments of Men. I then the coin- 
her mamting Church learn mofe ſubjection to Chtiſt, and 
aws our 3 is over. Object. But does not Chriſt 
23. himfelf bid us, hear and obey Men in Chutch-Autho- 
uncy rity? The: Scribe; fitting in Moſes's Chair, Matth. 23. 2, 3. 
Ves; bu N. ask, does Chriſt contradict himlſelt? 

irn For ih'thatvety Context, ver. 8, 9. he requires his Di- 
rent ſciples to know no other Maſter but himſelf. The Fa- 
8 ther 9 857 Chriſt; Hear ye him, Matth. 17. 5. Surely 
then Chrift doth not ſend us away to another after. As 
d ii to the Scripts and Phariſees, they were no Church-Offi- 
5 cers then, at leaſt many of them were not Prieſts nor 
avcly Levites.” ' Nitodemus and Paul were Phariſees, but of 
one other Tribes: and Gamatiel x Ruler and a Doctor of 
ons Law: So it ſeenis were the Seribes, 1 Chron. 2. 35. And 
3- 2 another Phariſee boaſts of his paying Tithe to the Prieſts, 
Nun Lule 18. 12. What then means their fitting in Motes's 
Ir? Aufn. Succeeding Moſes in the ordinary part 
of his Office and Authority. So did Cn and the 
Seventy (Elders, Exod. 18. 21. to 26. Now Moſes was 
no Prieſt, tho of Levi's Tribe, but = l a 
Civil Ruler arid a Judge chofen by God, Exod. 18. 13. 
Wherefore the Fews muſt hear them that (rt in his Chair, 
Las they were to hear himſelf; that is, obſerve and do 
their lawful Commands, even tho' they ſhould be 
wicked Men: Obey the Powers that are, as Romans 
13. Ff. but ſtill obey God rather, All: 5. 29. and 
beware of the evil Leaven of the Phariſees, Marth. 16. 
6. Honour them as Moſes? Is not that enough? But 
did Moſes invent any Rites = Worſhip? or impoſe 
| | any 
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wr Ceremonies ? And did not Chriſt utterly 
refuſe to comply with the Traditions of Men? 

2. Since God aboliſhed his owfi Ceremonial Law, Gal. 
+ 9. we ſtrongly preſume he neyer meant, that Men 

ould ſet up another in place of it. So he appointed 
Water as a Sign in Baptiſm; Bread and Wine in the 
Lord's Supper: And were it his Mind to have us uſe a 


Croſs too, a Word of his would prevent or end all Di- 


ſputes. How exactly did he preſcribe to his ancient 

eople by Moſes? Exod. 25. 9, 40. which Moſes as care- 
fully obſerved, Exod. 39. 32, 42, 43. — ,49. 16, com- 
pare Ezek. 43, 10, 11. But when that Divine Yoke be- 
came burdenſome, and no longer profitable, himſelf 
brake it off from the Neck of the New Teſtament 
Church. Papiſts impoſe a new yoke of Ceremonies, 
which never had fo honourable. Original, nor was of ſo 


good uſe as the Moſaical: And ſhall our reforming Pro- 
teſtants reje& and aboliſh it? When ſome fond Chriſti- 
ans would continue and urge the Moſaical Ceremonies, & 
the Apoſtles call them an «nſufferable Toke, Acts 15. 1, 


10. And when the Galatians affected ſuch Antiquated 
Rites, Paul firſt demands, who bewitched them? Gal. 3. 


I. then adds, that he is afraid of their revolting from 
Chriſtianity to Judaiſm, Gal. 4. 11. and then com- 


mands them, Chap. 5. 1. Stand ſaſt in your Chriſtian Free- 
dom, and be not entangled again in alole of Bondage. Are our 
Ceremonies more profitable, or leſs burdenſome. than 
Gods? Or is there no Danger thereby, leaſt any of ours 
fall back to Ceremonious Popery? We are perſwaded, 
if our Lord Jeſus, who bids us tale his Yoke upon. us, had 


pleaſed to have us fill bear a Yoke of Ceremonies, him- 


ſelf would impoſe it, as he did of old. _ 


3. Allowing Men to deviſe and impoſe ſome religious 


Ceremonies, we ſee not where to ſtop : Some ſay, ours 
are but few and eaſy; no more but Three But who 
bid the Impoſers ſtop at Three? Have they no Power 


to add Three more? Will not the ſame Reaſon, con- 


tain'd in the Article of the Churches Power, fupport 
| „ 


(17) 


30 or 300? And we know, ſome Zralots in Convoca- 


tion have abundantly ſhewn their Mind for more: And 
had we not once Canons for more? And have we not 
ſilf an officious * that practice more than are 
required, as Bon ing t the Eaſt, and towards the Altar, 
as tis call'd, and at naming the Name of Feſus ; and 
this is ſo common in molt Churches, that any who do 


not go beyond the Rule of Law in this Conformity (which 


1s really Non-conformity) are ſcornfully treated as Low- 
Churchmen, Luke-warm, and the like. 

4. But moſt aſtoniſhing is their enforceing of theſe 
Ceremonies by Church-cenfures ; making them Terms 
Chriſtian Communion ; and fo far as in them lies, of Sal- 
vation too For Canon 4 does ipſo facto, Excommunicate 
us, if we fay, there is any thing Superſtitious, or re- 
pugnant to Scripture in the Common-Prayer-Book. Can. 6. 


! roars as loud againſt all that count the Ceremonies Su- 


perſtitious. (anon 10. paſſes the fame dreadful Doom on 


| us, if we Groan or Complain of Burdens put on us, 1.4 


any Orders of the Church of England. What is this 
but to fetch down all the Fire they can from Heaven, 
to conſume us to the loweſt Hell? Juſt fo did Canon 5. 


\ © of thoſe made 1640, under Charles I. damn all our 


Books to be burnt, wherein we dare to maintain any 


Opinion contrary to the Prelatical Diſcipline and Go- 
vernment, We know the Fate of thoſe later Canons; 
but we muſt not forget, that ſuch Canons were made, 
nor by what Authority; nor how they were unmade. 
Theſe Practices do not commend to us that Canon-ma- 
king Power in any Church. To determine Circumſtan- 


4 ces of God's Worſhip, as Time, Place, Or. is quite ano- 


ther thing than to ordain Ceremonies, which were and 


| are real parts of Worſhip, and ſeparable from it; and we 


ask, where have Men more Authority to appoint a part 
of God's Worſhip, than to appoint the. whole ? this we 
hold to be peculiar to our Supream Lord, infinitely wiſe 
and good, who cannot abuſe his power: It's comely and 


modeſt for us to reſt in his Inſtitutions, few and phain: 
A | C 2 Our 
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(13) 
Our Additions cannot make them better? What then 
are they good for? Do not we ſte; how this medling 
Wiſdom has deform'd all in the Papacy ? Farthly Kings 
are tender of their Prerogatives; and ſhall not the moſt 
High God? See how he reſents Mens audacious Intru- 
ſions, Esel. 43.9, 8. Ie 25: 


§. 5. Of our Particular. Ceremonies. 


Theſe are indeed few. Vet one or other of them is t 
affix d to every eminent part of Publick Worſhip; as s 
the Surplice is to every Office of Prayer; the Goſs: to 
Baptiſm, and Kneeling to the other Sacrament. And 
by Ceremonies we preſume the Book means all ſuch ſig- 
nificant Rites or Actions as are enjoined by the Rubrick. 
And the Preface to the Book declares, that theſe Cere- 
monie ſerve for devout Order and godly Diſcipline, and are 
tro ſtir up the dull Mind of Man to Duty to God, by 
To notable ſpiritual Signification, mhereby he may be. edi- 
fied. If humane Ceremonies can do thus, will they tell | 
us, what can God's Ordinances do more? Yet he has 
not promis d to bleſs any but his own : But how they 
ſerve for Diſcipline, we and our Fathers have been made Wn: 
to feel in their Courts. + tt: gta; 118 
1. As to the Swplice. This is a white Linnen Gar- 
ment, which every Miniſter muſt put upon his Cano- 
nical Habits, in reading Common-Prayer,' for Decency 
and Splendor, and moral ſignification of Purity within; 
as if it were undecent for the Miniſter to pray without 
that Ornament. And what means this Decenq but a 
fairer outward: Shew, or greater Pomp? Thus every 
new King of Spain muſt preſent the Pope an ambling 
white Nag, for Inveſtiture 19: the Kingdom of: Naples, 8 
accoutered, Decenter & ſummo cum ornatu, i. e. with all , 
his fine Trappings. And fo let him. But ſince Aarons Wi 
Prieſthood ceaſed, what haye we to do with his — 
Jical Veltments?, Theſe were a great Grief: to ſome of 
pur firſt Biſhops and Martyrs ;: We cannot uſe this Sur- 
eee no Wer) of frog te-ymatringwa: 
Feen nn ee e Nor 
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en {Nor cane: think, hy the Impoſers might not ' witly 
ng Ws muck ſignificanty command Us to have always clean 
183 loves or Shoes, or to ſhave our Crowns, or at other: 
olt Himes to go Bare-foot, as Others do. But in this alſo 
ru-. his Proteſtant Church is ſingular. - ohn! 


2. The Airy Goſs is made on the Forehead in Bap- 
iſm, in Token, that the Party be not aſhamed to confeſs 
Uri cruciſied; and it's ſaid, thereby the Perſon” is dedi- 
ted to God. Now that's one end of a Sacrament : and 
not this Croſs thus made a Sacrament, if a Sacrament 


as 
to pe a viſible Sign of inviſible Grace? But has the Church 
nd Indeed a Power to decree and make Sacraments too? 


ers, a ſober Papiſt, blames the Fews, that in the 
aſſover, wherein God only bid them ill and eat a Lamb, 
hey added this further Sign, To releaſe a Priſoner ; to 
epreſent their: Deliverance out of Egypt, Matth. 27. 15, 
Thus he might as well condemn this Croſs. Tis indeed 
no True and Divine Sacrament, for Men can make no 


ell uch: But they can make Images of the True; elfe who 
1as made the Popiſh Sacraments? And thus Men can make 
ey & God too. But of this Goſs we further ſay, 1. What 
de makes it more ſignificant in Baptiſm than its old Com- 


netter that Ordinance, diſhonours Chriſt's plain Baptiſm, 
s if imperfect without it. 3. Its made a Term of 
hurch-Communion for us and our Children. Chriſt 
equires of-us Faith and Repentance, that We and Ours 
: ay be admitted of his Viſible Family, Mart 16. 16. 
{ffs 2. 38, 39. But Men ſay, we ſhall not, without 
ubmitting to the Croſs, and God-fathers in Publick- 
Baptiſm ; this ſhuts that Door againſt thoſe whom he 
galls in. What could Diotrephes do more, 2 Epiſf. Fohn 
. 9, 10. for this ſeems to change a Fundamental Law 
if his Kingdom: Of ſuch a Man St. Jo there ſaith, 
will remember his Deeds: For he doth not receive the 
Brethren, and them that would, he caſteth out of the Church. 
3. Kneeling before the Bread and Wine in the Lord's 
Supper is made another neceſſary Term of 3 
Aten eDax- 
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pan ions, Cream, Salt, and Spittle? 2. Our adding this to 
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(20) 
debarring pious Souls froni this Goſpel-Feaſt, who for 


recommended and left free, the caſe werealtered : And 
even as it is, ſome think it Tolerable, and fubmit to 
ie in ſome Caſes, We ay, % nts 
1. Chriſt our Maſter, who inſtituted this Feaſt, ne- 
ver commanded, nor uſed this Kneeling, but adminiſtred 


the Elements to the Gueſts, in their Common Table-Ge-Bf 
flure. Kneeling is wholly unknown to Scripture, and 


= Antiquity, and unſuitable to the Nature of the 
ſt. Indeed the Eternal King, who calls us to his 
Table, 1s infinitely High and Adorable; but there he 
ſtoops to a friendly Familiarity with his Gueſts. John 
leaned on his Boſom, John 13. 23. Not proſtrate at his 


fear of Sin, dare not conform to this Geſture: Were it ; p 


Feet. As to the Plea of Rewerence in Kneeling then, u 


we admit, that in every Act or Part of Worſhip 


we ought to approach him in deepeſt Reverence ; which 


nn; 8 and ü adore 
im ufually ſitting, in ſinging Pſalms, without any 
Charge of — 2 on be Tide 11:99 $20 

2. Papiſts impoſe this as a Geſture of adoring Chriſt's 
Body, ſuppoſed to be really preſent there: But Proce- 
fants abhorring that monſtrous Tranſubſtantiation, charge 
this their Practice to be Idolatry. No, ſay they, you 
Proteſtants are the /ddlaters, for uſing a Geſture of Wor- 
ſhip before meer Bread and Wine. It's true, our Bre- 
thren deny this, becauſe they do not worſhip the Bread 
and Wine: but then, if this clears their Action from 
groſs Idolatry, it may be that which is uſually called 
ſcundalous Holatry; that is, it cafts a Scandal before the 


# & 
* 


unwary, revives the falſe Opinion of Chriſt's Corporal 


Preſence there, elſe occaſions them to think Adoration 
due to the Conſecrated Elements: And this Geſture be- 
ing notoriouſly abuſed by Papiſts, we countenance and 
confirm them in Idolatry; by doing that without need, 
corporally before a meer Creature, which Idolaters do 
upon. another Suppoſition. This Geſture then is not 
Level ur; nor expetien, were it lawful ; ſeeing it 
5 | gains 
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for Mains no Papiſts, but hardens them in Error, and occa- 
e ingſions their reptoaching ef Proteſtants, as Idolaters. 
AndBOur Impolers further fay, they can be no Idolaters in 
© toſſthis; for. they only kneel before the Elements, not 10 
hem, - Anſs.. But they kneel in relation 10: the Elements 


ne: chen conſectated, and not by meer Accident. In which 

tredpaſe tis the ſame in Scripture-phraſe, to bon before, and 

Ge. to bow to any religious Object, Exod. 20. 5 compare 

and BÞ Sam. 7. 27. and 1 Chron. 17. 25. ſo Matth. 4. g. with 

= whe 4. 7. id Teouvios wwomes us. where; in the Judg- 
8 


ent of our Tranſlators, to worſhip before the Devil, is 
o norſbip the Devil, Theſe things oblige us in Conſci- 
nce to refuſe this Kneeling. And is it Chriſtian like, 
o Excommunicate godly People for this fear of ſinning, 
Iwhillt a vile, profane Rabble are welcom'd to the Lord's 
* * if they pay their Offerings, and kneel as Papiſts 
ich do? | . 400) $1 20 

Moreover, it ſeems to us very ſtrange, that the re- 
eiving of this Sacrament, and in this poſture, is made 
a Teſt of Perſons; and ſo is required to be taken by Al 
that ſhall bear Office in the Nation, Civil or Mihtary, by 
Sea or Land. Now, as ſome bonelt Men, capable of ſerving 
ge ſſ their Prince in Offices, ſcruple the Geſture-aforetard,' ſo 
YOUR many able and truſty Soldiers, and others, may be expert in 
or- ¶ Buſineſs, or worthy to be employed; and their own; and 
re. ¶ their Families Subſiftence may depend thereon, who yet 
tad are not meet to approach the Lord's Table, no think 
om themſelves ſo; nor in that Caſe would come neur there, 
led I were it not for; their Offices; nor are better by coming, 
the ¶ nor ſerve the Nation better: We dread to fet down 
ral i the fatal Conſequences hereof to ſerious Religion, and 
on heartily: wiſh; that things ſo Sacred may never be pro- 
de- fancd ; and that lovers of Holineis may not be treated 
nd YN as profane, for their diſlike of impertinent * 00 
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Tbis is our next Grievance, and hinders our Paro- e 
chial Communion, that the Patron and the Biſhop muſt 3. 
impoſe Miniſters, often unknown to the People, and 
without their Conſent; and too often, Tenoratit, Viei- 
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1 ous, and Unworthy': Whenever this bappens, is it ant 
. not a hard Chapter, to commit to them the Care of out 

K Souls, and Poſterity? Do not all Men by natural Right 

' © choole their own Lawyers, Phyſicians, and Friends, 

{ whom they entruſt? We claim bur the fame for our 

4 immortal Souls; that every Church may chooſe its Over- 

ls ſeers, as every Corporation its Magiſtrates, and every 

1 Scholar, under Parents Direction, chuſes his own School. 
% and Maſter. As in the Old Teſtament, ' The. People of ME! 
fi the Land took a Man, and ſet him to be a Watchman, D. 
. Exek 33. 2. So in the New, the Chriſtian Brethren e 
1 choſe Two of their Company, of whom the Hoty Ghoſt © 
ji marked one to be the: Twelfth Apoſtte, All, 17 16, 22. R. 
ö Nay; they choſe the Deacons too, to take care of the Poor, N 
| Atty 6. 3, 5. Are not we more concern d to chooſe and Ne 
. call our Paſtors, by the beſt Advice we can have? Some et 
[ rhaps will-make an injudictous Choice; but are not {2 
| he People grown ſo injudicious under impofed Pa- 

ſtors ? and will the Patrons always mend tlie matter? if 
| let all Experience ſpeak. - Impoſition of Minitters is re- 
it ally the Highway to deftroy mutual Affection between N 
* them and their People; to make the People careleſs, Nor 
5 and even the ſerious: Miniſters heartleſs ' and uneafy ; . 
90 if not ungrateful and uſeleſs to the People. 2 
iq Nor is this all; but the impoſed Miniſter is the Bi- 
| ſhop's Gate or Vicarius: ſo that in receiving the Curate 77 
# ſo, we. dun the Biſhop as ſole Paſtor of his Diogeſs Net 
q (even of hundreds of Pariſhes, where he perhaps never . 
I comes) and a diſtin Officer in the Church, exerciſing |M<* 
. a Lordſhip over Presbyters and People. Whereas the W-") 


Biſhop whom Scripture teacheth us to honowr in the Lord, (© 
' i5 


FOO? Bal: 

is the Paſtor or Reſident Miniſter to a particular Flock: 
of Chriſt, watching over them, to guide and feed them 
with the pure Word, Sacraments, and godly Diſcipline: 
See Acts 20. 17, 28. Phil. 1.1. 1 Theſſ. 5. 12. 1 Tim. 
3. 2, — 5.17, Men of ſound Doctrine, and of grave 
and and exemplary Life, apt and able to teach; who by fo 
iei-Hexcelling, become amiable to the People, who are to 
it truſt and follow them, 2 Tim. 2. 2, 15, 22. — 4. 2, 5, 


wſt 


dur We deſire, that ſuch Paſtors may enjoy the whole Po- 
er that Chriſt repoſes in them, 10 fulfil tbeir Miniſtry, 

ds; Col. 4. 17. 

vey §. 7. Of Prelatical Church- Diſcipline. 

ot This alſo we greatly complain of. Chriſt placed Di- 

e of ſcipline as a Fence about his Church, to preſerve pure 

, Doctrine, and Holineſs of Life, and godly Peace, by 

ren godly Order; or to prevent Corruptions and Decays, 

oft For it's too plain in Apoſtolic Churches and Times, how 


prone Men are to decline from the Purity and Power 

Religion, Chriſt therefore directs the Angels of the 
Seven Churches, Rev. 2. to exerciſe Diſcipline, to de- 
fend the Sound of the Flock, and reclaim the Scanda- 


22; 
or, 
nd | 
me 
10t 
Pa- 
T? 


5, 7. I Tim. 1. 20. Apoſtacy incroaching, mult be re- 
iſted, and that principally by Miniſters ; who are there- 
ore term d Watchmen, Shepherds, Keepers of the Vineyard, 
ec. Now that Power which Chriſt commits to them 


8 or that Uſe, we would have none deprive them of: 
Hut our Dioceſan Overſeer claims to himſelf the ſole 


Power of Jurifdiction or Diſcipline, which (like Wien 


3i-Voods) is By and By moſtly loſt again to his Chancel- 
ate Nor; who by vertue of his Patent will do what he plea- 
ets eth in the Biſhops Name and Preſence : See Biſhop Bur- 
rer Nrer's Account of the Life of excellent Bedell, Biſhop of 


Kilmore, Our governing Biſhop is really but a greater 
ypher; for he can no more redreſs the Abuſes of Di- 
cipline, than thoſe of that 2 could in the mu 


E 


lous: And fo it was primitively exerciſed, 1 Cor. 5. 4, 


n 


E e 


- FE: — —— 2 —— 
> — — — _ 
_ — - — 3 — — - 
33 2 rr r rr 0 — 
— — — 


* 8 


3 


- 2 22 
„ - T3. var ee 


— 


— _ _ — 
as ogy wants. 2 — 


— 
2 
— 


1 * U * ä — 
3 * * 


2 
©” —— 
922 


* 


— — 


7 * : —_— - " : » ——- > # W — 
n * 7 n 2 _— oY 


1y reſtrain it by juſt Jhibitions : For bleſſed be God, we 


1 


9 
of Trent. Well, whatever be the Diſcipline in this C 
Church, it's back'd or arm'd with Power, and all muſt 
ſubmit to it: And we feel in divers Places at this day, I tl 
what it drives at, if Meſminſter-hall did not more kind- 


know of no Star- Chamber now, to overtop all other x. 
Courts, and bring all Affairs and Perſons under com- f 
mand of ſuch Clergy. LS: TY r tl 
Of this Church-Diſcipline we further ſay, 
1. That the Church in her Commination againſt Sinners, 
doth confeſs every Year, and hath been o confeſſing 
above 100 Years, that ſhe has not the godly Diſcipline 
which ought to be: Jet will ſhe eſſay no better, whenſſ] |, 
ſhe wants no Power, and has been oft' called in Cove © 
cation to that end. One of her Biſhops now ſhows his b. 
good Deſires, in cauſing Oftervald's Canſes of Corruptiousſ a 
among Chriſtians to be publiſhed in Engliſh. Another 
ſerious writer of the Church of England's, wiſh for Diſci-Wſ it 
pline, importunes her, as bound in Conſcience to at- 40 
tempt ſomething; yet nothing is done. fa 
2. Her preſent Diſcipline is not pretended to be ex- a 
erciſed (as Chriſtian Diſcipline ought to be) by Scrip- It 
ture Rules, known to the People, but by the Roman, 8. 
Civil, and Canon Laws, and the ſevere Canons of 1603. ] in 
But will this ever touch the Peoples Conſciences? = 
3. It's manag'd in Anſpiritual Courts, by no Officers © 
Chriit, the Head of the Church, but by profeſſed Civi- 5. 
lians, made Chancellors, &c. But where did Chriſt ever g 
give the Keys of his Kingdom to ſuch? i. e. a Power tof 7 
let in, and caſt out of it. { 
4. We obſerve, this Power is ordinarily exerciſed to & 
the great Injury of Godlineſs ; for the beſt Chriſtians q 


often ſuffer the utmoſt Cenſures for very Trifles ; are de. 5 
liver d to Satan for not paying the exorbitant Fees oj u 
the Court, or the arbitrary Perquiſites of the Prieſt oi te 


Clerk at Chriſteningt, Burials, &c. or for not Croſling 


their Children in Baptiſm, or for not keeping Men P 
Holidays, Cc. Old Puritan Miniſters, when 1. 5 8 
Church,, 


(25) 
Church, felt this Yoke ; much more may Diſſenters 
ow without. If perhaps any vicious Perſons are preſented, 
they can have any favour for Money, from ſome Officers, 
And were the Courts ever ſo juſt, it's a great Nuſance 
ber to have every little Cauſe carried, at the pleaſure of an 
Informer or Apparitor, to 20, 40, 60 Miles diſtance 
from the Places where Facts were committed, and where 
the concerned Perſons dwell ; where poor People cans 
not come without intollerable Charge; and then from 
all Quarters of England into the Arches: Yet there 1s 
in no way to reform any Offender in this Church (as ſup- 
ue poſe the late ſcandalous Biſhops of Sr. Davids and Aſaph) 
but theſe prodigious Courts. Now 1s not this one 
" Cauſe, that the Prelatical Miniſtry is by Confeſſion fo 
bad in many Places, even where the belt Biſhops are? 
And that there are ſo many unworthy Curates in a Na- 
tion which provides ſo largely to breed and ſupport 
its Miniſters, but-diſtributes the Portions of the Levites 
ſo unequally. Hence alſo the Church comes to be pro- 
faned by ſcandalous, mix'd Commumion, Sacraments 
A are proſtituted to the Unworthy ; yea, ſome of the moſt 
PE Immoral have been ſhamefully forced to come to both 
Sacraments ; which in Popery might look rational, ſee- 
93. ing their Sacraments are thought to convey Grace: But 
what Account can Proteſtants give thereof? Hence the 
graveſt writers of this Church, ſuch as the late Arch- 
biſhop, and other Biſhops, the Biſhop of , the Au- 
thor of the Whole Duty of Man, &c. do juffly bewail the 
Decay of Chriſtian Piety in our Days: And were the Di- 
ſcipline in better hands, the very Canons would be 
found Impracticable, or Intollerable, as we have often 
ſhewn. Now this greatly hinders us from joining our 
Selves to this Church, that has no better Diſcipline, ot 
uſes it no better. This is one thing that drives us in- 
to ſeparate Aſſemblies, for which we are often branded 
as curſed Schiſmaticks, and in leſs hope of Salvation than 
Perſons guilty of Adultery and Murder, But were we 
really in this Peril, and our Accuſers had any Charity 


D 2 and 


— — — _ 


2 


4 — Sb 


— 


S VRP eh Yue 3 + FE 


— 


EE 
— | 2 8 1 by 3 4 — 
* — [I LT . — 


OR — IE 2 —— — z Ia — — „ — IO, we 
— — r ar — 4 *. — 
- - « — — — — — . 


— 


— 1 — — 


4 a 
2 


0 * 
SS * 
— — 


— 
- 50 


7 — — — — — 
D 8 —— FS * 


2 ———— 


198. 3.” 
— 


— 7 rr 
— IG re. * 


— . 1 5 — 
— — — 5 — no. tt " © 
—_— . put 
—— — - — 
, - — — — 


— 


— 


3 — 


3 6 * „ 
* 


1 


(26) t 
and Pity, ſurely they would remove the Stumbling- 
blocks out of our way ; which, becauſe they do not, we 
ſhall in a word wipe oft that Reproach. 


§. 8. | Of Schiſm charged on un. 


The Conformiſts do now as freely charge one-another 
with Schiſm, ever ſince the Crown was lawfully ſettled 


on the late Excellent King William, and the Clergy among 


others, were obliged to own his Right and Title there- 
unto: ſee the writings of Dr. Hod), Mr. Dodwell, Da- 
vid Leſly, and many more, Of this Folly we might 
now make our Advantage; and of what has been ſo 
weightily {aid (from a generous Principle of Juſtice ) 
on our behalf lately, by ſome Honourable Lords; per- 


-haps by ſome illuminated Biſhops in that Houſe : We 


ſhall wave that. Nor need we plead the very Law, as 
it now ſtands in the Act of Liberty, which when it de- 
ſigns to eaſe ſcrupulous Conſciences, can never be thought 
to patronize damnable Sin. The Law, we confeſs, al- 
ters not the nature of Things. Had we been guilty of 
Schiſm before the Act of Liberty, we remain fo yet: 
And if they who 1mpoſe Preter-evangelical Terms of 
Communion, which conſtrain us to Separate, were 
Schiſmaticks before, they are ſo yet, till they ceaſe their 
uncharitable dealings with us. The Law indeed will 
acquit us of Diſobedience, but leaves the Schiſm as it 
was. ' Wherefore Mr. Norris roves in his dreaming, 
that we plead the Law in our excuſe, and has loſt all 
his Jearned Pains in Collections from Suarez de Legibus, 
to fix this Charge on us ; nor will we make 1t our Bu- 
ſineſs toretort the Charge upon Him and his Complices : 
Surely there may be as much Difference and Separation 
as this amounts to, where neither act An Schiſmaticks. 
A Separation we own, in Word and Deed, but this ſo 
juſt and neceſſary to keep a good Conſcience, ' that we 
conſtantly deny it to be Schiſm For Schiſm is oppoſite 
to Clurch-Unity and Peace, which (as much as in 5 
%%% „ V3 4 . les 


g- 
we 


(27) 
lies) we ftrive to preſerve by all Chriſt's Methods, 
wiſhing our Neighbours would do likewiſe. 

Church Unity conſiſts not in things Extrinſical, or 
Accidental, to the being of the Church; ſuch as Unifor- 
mity of Rites and Ceremonies, which the 12 Articles de- 
clare to be variable in ſundry Times and Nations. The 
Catholick Church is Cætus Fidelium, 1. e. a Company of 
faithful People, believing in Chriſt, and ſubject to him; 


$ who upon his Goſpel-Call, come from among the Un- 


clean, and receiving or honouring Chriſt by Faith, do 
cleave to him, and are built on him as their Foundati- 
on, Eph. 2. 18. to 22. 1 Pet. 2. 4, 6. They truſt to 
him as Captain of their Salvation, to bring them to God 
their choſen Portion : In and under him they unite to 
one another 1n a body by Love, which 1s the Bond of Per- 


fectneſs and Peace; and is to that end wrought in the 


Hearts of Believers by one Spirit, Gal. 5. 22. Faith and 
Love are of infinitely greater Concern in the Church, 
than to meet in one Place, or worſhip God in one Mode. 
Theſe Two are the great Commandments, on which de- 
pends Chriſt's Honour in this World, and the Edifica- 
tion of his Body, the Church, John 1 2 EXD 1 John 3. 
23. — 4. 20. We, by the Grace of Chrift, receive 
Chriſt in all Offices, and build on him alone for Salva- 
tion; we labour that our Faith work by Love to Him, 
and to all His; we delight to ſerve any of his Diſciples 
for his ſake, however differing from us; and as we have 
Opportunity, we rejoice to hold Communion with them, 
ſo Fe as we can to Edification, and without Sin : There- 
fore we deny the Charge of Schiſm. For | 

 Shiſm in Scripture-Account ſeems chiefly to conſiſt 
in ancharitable Alienation of Chriſtians Hearts from each 
other, becauſe of their differing Apprehenſions about leſſer 
things in Religion, 1 Cor. 3. 3, 4. Whereas agrecing 1n 
the Eſſentials of Faith and Worthip, they ſhould receive 
one another to the Glory of God, as Chrift received them, Rom. 
15. 6, 7. and hold loving Communion as a Hozſhold of 
Faith, and Family of Love, Eph. 4. 5, 6, 15, 16. We 
R are 
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(28) | 
are confirm'd in this Notion of Schiſm, not only by 
1148 Biſhop Stllingfleet's Irenicum, and Mr. Hales of Eaton, 
iff but by many excellent Prelates and Doctors; yea, by 

| all their judicious Advocates for the Church, againſt 
the Papiſts Charge of Schiſm, and by Dr. Hammond 
| himſelf: See his Book of Schiſm, Cap. 2. Sect. 5. 8, 9, 
10, 11. who has taught us (in his Argument againſt the 


——— — 
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to be ſinful in any Communion, will juſtifie Peoples 
departing from that Communion, and that we muſt 
not at all adventure on the leaſt Sin, or ſuſpected Sin. 
We know full well the monſtrous Doctrine of later 
Ecclefiaſticks, ſuch as Biſhop Parker, &c. about ſubmit- 
ting our Conſcience to the Pablick Conſcience, or to the 
Magiſtrates Conſcience or Will, in all things, as him- 
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. ſelf began to do. under a Popiſh King. But we appeal 
17 to Men of mor: fragrant Name and Memory, of whom 
i we learn and believe, : : ET 
q 1. That there may be Khiſm, or a ſchiſmatical Spirit 
5 working in 4 (urch, where there is no Local Seceſſion 
. or Separation of Worſhip, Rom. 16. 17. 1 Cor. I. 10, IT. 
9 — 3. 3, 4. Such Sects or Factions were at Corinth ; and 
Mt are there no Fewds and bitter Parties now in this Pre- 
[ie latical Church? They all indeed agree in Conformity, 
6 or rather in Promiſing and Swearing to conform to the 
E. Law; but not in the ſenſe of the ſaid Oaths, nor in 
"| conſequent Practice. However, if agreeing in Confor- 
. mity preſerves from Schiſm, will they be ſo kind to tell 
'Y us at laſt, why our agreeing with them in dofrinal and 
bs praclical Oriſtianity, might not much rather preſerve us 
7 from that Guilt? | 
1 2. That there may be a Separation from Local Com- 
is munion with this, or that Church, without guiliy Schi ſi. 
So the Proteltants at God's call, Rev. 18. 4. -came out 
| from Popery, becauſe of its incurable Corruptions, and 
| endleſs Impoſitions. Somewhere they mult Aſſemble 


for Hod's Solemn Worſhip ; and in Popery they could 
not: What remains then, but that they Worthip in 
ſeparate 
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Papiſts) That any Impoſition of what is, or is thought 
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(29) 
ſeparate Communions. Now this is the very Plea of 
Diſſenters, who think the Proteſtant Impoſitions in this 
hurch to be ſintul: It matters not who are the Im- 
poſers, but what is impoſed. We profets we cannot 
conform without {inning : That which is not Faith, to us 
Sin, Rom. 14. 23. Muſt we then Sin, to avoid the 
the Charge of Schiſm? Mult we tranigrels or diſobey 
ght Chriſts Orders, to promote Men's Unitormity 2 We 
do not chooſe diſtinct Commumons for Humour, but 
nf Mare forced thereto by unwarranted Impoſitions: And 
while we do this humbly, peaceably, and in a tender 
regard to God's Commandment, without a canker'd, 
factious Mind, and are {till rcaly to coaleſce with all 
thel true Chriſtians, upon Chriſt's Terms; we never fear 
that our Maſter will charge us with Schiſm. Let 1t but 
be granted us (as ſurely it muſt) that Chriſt, the Lord 
and Head of his Church muſt judge, who thall be Mem- 
bers of it, and on what Terms; if we then diſpute any 
Terms of his, let us bear the Guilt and Shame of rend- 
ing his ſeamleſs Coat, dividing his Body, or whatever 
they will call it. But if imperious Men frame Terms 
nd | of Communion, wherein we cannot acquieſce, we are 


* are no Schiſmaticks at the Bar of Scripture. 
5 a §. 9. Of worſhipping in Places not Conſecrated. 


More weak and pitiable are they yet, who count 
„our Aſſemblies Schiſmatical, becauſe we meet in Places 
us not ſo conſecrated as theirs; and for this ſome diſguſt 

our Worſhip, who ſay, They would like Us and Our 
way well enough in the Churches, And indeed ſome 


5 have ſcarce any Notion of a Church, but that great 
ll Houſe with the Steeple and Bells ; which Edifices have — 


11 polluted more than Ours, if Idolatry formerly practiced 
therein, could pollute them. And abating the Popiſh 
d Kites of Gnſecration, Ours are as truly Dedicated and 
Conſecrated as Theirs. For we provide the moſt de- 

| | cent 


only liable to their injurious Cenſure and Clamour, and 
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(30) 
cent Accommodations we can for God's Ordinances 
and uſually ſeparate thoſe Houſes from all fordid Utes, iſ 
and the moſt high Diſdains not to meet us there. Some- ®! 
' times by hard Neceſſity we held our Aſſemblies in 
| Dwelling-houſes, in Barns, in Deſerts, and ſuch Ta- 

1 bernacles as could be had: And do not all Men know 
} 


1:8 the Cauſe? This was not our Choice, and yet our Duty 
1. at that Time, We love not to dwell in Cedar and 
1 cieled Houſes, when God's Ark dwells in Curtains. # 
6 Our Accuſers now ſee, that in our ſtrait Circumſtances de 


13 we deſire, and freely allow Houſes peculiar to God's di 
1:48 Worſhip : Call them Synagogues, Churches, Chapel: 
75 Temples, Meeting-houſes, or what you pleaſe : Only we . 
1 deny, that any Place or Walls are now Holy, as once Fe 
Us; the Typical Altar and Temple were, Fohn 4. 21, 22. m 
15 1 Tim. 2. 8. Act, 10. 28. to 33. Were We and our th 
Accuſers perſonally more Holy, and Wiſe, and Candid, ſtr 
we ſhould be leſs fond of This, or That diſtinguiſhed ul 
Place, which can add no Sanctity to our Actions there. or! 
Mean while 1t contents us to find in Scripture, that 


n 
Sa > 
* 

= = - - —— — 


_— — — 
= 


Py" 


9 Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and Primitive Churches, wor- 

F. ſhipped God in ſuch Liberty of Places as we do: John Re 
fi 22. 19. Ina Houſe where they ſhut the Doors for fear of of 
11 the Jews : And there Chriſt came and bleſſed them, ac- by 
|: cording to his ſweet Promiſe, which limits to no place. 2 
KR; Matth. 18. 20. Wherever Tuo or Three are met in his II 
5 Name. Let it be in the Clefts of the Rocks, or other H. 
R retiring Places, Cant. 2. 14. In Deſerts, and Mountains, | 
#1 in Dens and Caves of the Earth, Heb. 11. 38. So Chriſt In 
1 preach'd in Deſerts, in Mountains, in Ships, in open in 
. - Fields, in Houſes, in Synagogues, or in the Temple. I Un 


So did the Proteſtants ſecretly aſſemble in London in Q. ſte 
Marys time: Fox. Act. and Mon. fol. 1881. And ſuch BS" 
of Aſſemblies may be true Churches, by the Judgment of in 
1 our good Biſhop Davenant, on Cloſ. 4. 15. of the Church 2. 
: in Nymphas's Houſe ; Onuevis Collettio Fidelium, etiamſi ob I an 
paucitatem ſuam intra private domus parietes includi poſſit ; 

| etiam ed 
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etiainſi ob furorem Hotinm Nokurnos Conventus ag ant 
vera 2 & vivam Ecclefe Cutbolice membrum. 1 
Let this ſuffice to have faid of L- norm. 


ey '& 10. Of Miniſters Conformity. o k 


II. We come now to ſhew, what more is required 
Miniſters as ſuch, than of others: wherein alſo we mu 
deſcribe, 1. What that Conformity is. 2. What we 
neren, | 
The Conformity required of all Miniſters, is 
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1. To perform divers. miniſterial Ofhops by ſtinted þ 
Forms of Words; ſo far ſuppreſſing the uſe of their 5 
miniſterial Gifts and Talents all their Days, as in | 
the--greateſt part of Publick Prayer, and in Admini- ? | 
ſtration of both Sacraments. . Canon 36. requires us to {4 
uſe the pteſeribed Form of Publick Prayer, and one 
other; "which yet many of themſelves do not obſerye. 1 
Nov let it not be counted Arrogance in us, if we } 
humbly own, that from the Bounty of our aſcended a 
Royal Head and Maſter, we have received ſome meaſure uf 
of that Gift of Chriſt, Rom. 12. 6. 1 Cor. 12.7. where- it 
by we may pretend to ſomething more than barely « # 

ill to read. If we haye but one Talent, muſt we not a 


Trade with it, and fir up the Gift of God? 2 Tim. 1. 6. 
How then can we oblige our ſelves to pray only by 


Humane Forms? Our Oppoſers in this do object, That 8 
in out Free Prayer there is danger of Erring, of Differing iq 
in the very matter of Prayer, and fear of more unſafe, I 
undecent Expreſſions; eſpecially by ſome weak Mini- 2 
ſters. To which. we by, 1. This is poſſible, yet no 5 
great fear of it, if due Cate be had of raiſing, furniſh- 8 
ing, and ſending forth an able, faithful Miniſtry. bh 
2. Their Exception is as ſtrong againſt Free Sermons too p 
and for obliging all Preachers, only to read a Book of h 
Homilies : For alas, how much Error and Folly is vent- 1 


ed in Sermons, by the old Monks, the later Jeſuits, and 
others! 3. Is there no fear of * Corruptiowsin finred | 
| 8¹ 
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vice proves no Remedy. 4. It's fooliſh to object This, 


(32) 
Liturgies and Homilies? What Man can have the Face 
to deny it, ſo long as there is a Maſs-Book in the World? 
and ſo many corrupt Liturgies in divers Countries? Are 
not all ſuch the Conceptions of fallible Men, who have 
got a Power to dictate and impoſe? So that this de- 


or that Inconvenience, againſt Divine Inſtitution; and 
ſo to obtrude the Inventions of proud Man, under pre- 
tence of Expediency. This opens the Door to all Will-W 
»0rfhip, which tho it be directed to the only True God, 
as its proper Object, and ſo is not groſs Idolatry; yet be- 
ing deviſed and framed by Man, and having no other 
Rule or Warrant but the Will of Man, is forbidden ſet 
under that general name of J1dol-worſhip, in the Second I be 
Commandment, Tho ſhalt not make to thy ſelf, i. e- of 0 
thy own Head, and out of thy own Wit or Will, am 
Image, i. e. any Way or Means of Worſhip, which God If 
hath not appointed: Thus Numb. 1 t 6. Amos 5. 26. © 
This uſed to be the current Senſe of Expoſitors of the t. 
Commandments. Sec Holland on the Second Command-| * 
ment, and Dr. Willet's Hexapla there. The Firſt Com-! 

mandment anſwers to this Queſtion, Who ſhall he wor- , 


Jhipped as God? The Second anſwers to this, How, and 


by what Rule ſhall God be norſbipped? Who ſhall preſcribe ® 
the Form of his Worſhip? Who ſhall be Lawgiver? Shall b 
God himſelf? Or ſhall Aaron make a Calf? Shall Man fi 
ſep up into God's Throne, and order God's Worſhip 
by his Pleaſure and Authority? When Iſrael builded i P 
emplet, more than God had appointed, he forgat hu 2 
Maler, Hol. 8. 14. Memorable are the words of Bi-. 
ſhop Davenant on Col. 2. 23. about Will-worſhip ; Deum C 
amare Cultorem Voluntarium, hoc eff, eum qui letus G 
Lubens ea facit, que ipſe fieri juſſit : Sed odiſſe Cultum 1 
Voluntarium, hoc eff, illa opera que pro immediato Dei cults 
illi offeruntur, cam ab ipſo non fuerint preſcripta ad hunc ] 


finem : hoc enim eſt Fornicari in Inventionibus ſuis. Pal. 


1 
106. 39. They went a Whoring with their own Inventions. 1 
Theſe Additions are ſerting up our Threſholds by the ag . 


* 


1 

ek. 43. 8. as ſharers in his Sovereignty. And the riſe 
pf this Error is Man's fooliſn Conceit, that thoſe things 
uſt needs pleaſe God which pleaſe our ſelves ; and that . 

it diſpleaſeth us, muſt alſo diſpleaſe him. Now this _ 
otion we diſclaim, and all the Conſequences of it: 
One of which is, this impo/ition of Liturgies; and that not 
only on the Young and Weak, but the Graveſt and 
\bleſt Miniſters. We contend for our Liberty, which 
our Lord allows us, to exerciſe our beſt Abilities in his- 
Service, becauſe to him we muſt account for our Talents. 
Some credulous People, led blindfold by bold Slander- 
ers, have fooliſhly thoyght Free Prayer a new Practice, 
len {ſet up and abetted among us by Jeſuits; and will hardly 
nd bear to be better informed. Its a moſt amazing thing, how 
oll ſo great a Man as a very learned Biſhop, lately writing 
am on this Argument, could take up that ſenſeleſs Story 
70d from no better Authority, than of that ſcurrilous Book, 
26. call'd Foxes and Firebrands. Zeal for a Party is ſome- 
the! times like a Gift, which Solomon ſays, Blinds the Eyes of 
nd- the Wiſe. Jeſuits, we know, have acted the part of En- 
m- I thuſtaſts in any Church or Company, as they ſaw Op- fa 
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or- portunity : But if preſcribed Forms are fo terrible to 
and Jeſuits, or ſo great ſecurity againſt their Intruſions, wre 
ribe muſt wait ſome clearer proofs thereof, and till that time . 
nall bear the reproach of the Ignorant, Envious, or Scorn- 1 
fan ful. 0 

t 


hip 2. In Miniſterial Conformity we muſt quit a great 
Jed part of our Office and Authority received from Chriſt, ; 
hi; and ſwear Canonical Obedience to the Biſhop, and be ſub- 1 
Bi- ect to Eccleſiaſtical Courts, In this there is manifold 40 
um} Grievance. As Curtailing our own Miniſtry, Owning | 
 & | unwarrantable Offices in Chriſt's Church, and ſubmit- 3 
um! ing to a foreign unruly Power. 


As z 
—— 


„ 1. As to our own Miniſtry, we conſider what be- 2 
unc longs to that Office by Chriſt's Inſtitution : He com- 
Gl. mits to them that he ſends, both the Key of Doctrine and 4 
ms. Diſcipline. When the Biſhop reſerves Juriſdichon ang 
-d;,M Diſcipline to himſelf, he * the Miniſter but one = # 
ck, or . 2 tne 14 
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| (34) | 
the Keys. Now we dare not accept this half Miniſtry, 
Chriſt, Jeſus calls no Man to it; but will have us Jalft 
our Miniſtry in all its parts, which are ſo dependent, 
that we ſee not how we can attain the Ends of Doctrine 
and Worſhip, without Diſcipline alſo, | 

2. We cannot acknowledge the Prelate or Lord Biſhop 
as a ſuperior Officer in the Church, and ſwear Obedience 
to him, as if-Presbyters were his Subjects and Vaſſals. 
The perſonal Excellencies and Merits of divers Biſhops, 
Former and Later, we own, and rejoice in, and bleſs 
God for their great Services to Truth and Piety. If more- 
over the Civil Magiſtrate will confer on This or That 
Miniſter an ample Revenue, a Title of Civil Honour, 
any eminent Poſt in the State, we leave that alſo to the 


Diſcretion of the Sovereign. That which we deny is, 
that a Lord Biſhop as a diſtinct Officer in the Church, 


has any Foundation or Warrant in Scripture, or any 


* 


* 


rightful Authority over Chriſt's Miniſters; and if ſo, 
the very Office is a Nuſance: And what Good then 
can we expect by its beſt Adminiſtration? The Plead- 
ers for this Office do little agree among themſelves. 
Some learned Doctors, as Hammond, 8c. affirm, That 
the Scripture-Elder or Presbyter is the ſame as the Mo- 
dern lf and that there was no Presbyter ſubordi- 
mate to a Biſhop at firſt, till Chriſtians and Churches 
multiplied. Others ſay, the Scripture ſpeaks only of the 
Prieſt or Presbyter, and not of the ſuperior Biſhop. So 
hard it is to find Both there; either the Biſhop made the 
Prieſts, or the Prieſts made the Biſhop ; but Chriſt did 
not make Both, as diſtinct Officers: How then ſhall we 
receive both in Chriſt's Name, as ſent by him? The 
Common- Prayer-Book reduceth all Miniſters to Biſhops and 
Curates, The Biſhops (who in all England are but 26, 
and half-one in the Je 5 6 being reckon d the 
only Paſtors of above gooo Pariſhes, and the Incumbents 
are their Curates. But the Book of ordering Prieſts and 
Deacons, ſays, Chriſt hath inſtituted Three Orders in his 
church, vit. Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, In God's 


* 


= Word 
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ord we read only of and Deacons, 28 Phil. 1. 1. 


1 Tim. br 8. The Biſbop, Elder, Presbyter, or Paſtor, 
nt, Mo care for Souls, and feed them by diſpenſing the Word, 


7c, and the Deacon to ſerve Tables, Act, 6. 3.  Here- 
pon we look on the Prelazical Biſhop, and the Hierar- 


bop Why depending on him, to be a Greatwre of Man, not 
ace Wer up by Chriſt, nor to be receiv d by us in his Church, 
als. Wy ſwearing Obedience to him, which he, it's true, ſays, 
ps, Is intended only in Licitis & Haneſtis: But who knows 
eſs Mwhat that means? Either the Biſhop muſt judge in 
re- his own Cauſe, or the Clergy fwear to juſt nothing: 
hat Wor what elſe is it, to obey the Biſhop ſo far as they 
ur, Ithemſelves think it lawful? But let us conſider this 
the matter more diſtinctly, 

is, 

ch, & 11. Of Biſhops and their Deacons. 

ny 

ſo, ® Theſe Two Orders are found in this Church, both 


alike unwarranted. 

1. There is a Liturgy- Deacon, quite different from the 
Scripture-Deacon ; 4 him we own, as of Chriſt's Ih- 
itution, and needſul in the Church in all Ages, 1 Tim. 
3. 8. Cc. to manage the Church-Stock, receiving what 
very one contributes in the Church, and diſtributing 


he Poor: A ſhadow of this remains in our Church- 

ardens. But the Hierarchical Deacon is another thing; 
by the Canons he is a kind of Probationer for the Prell ö 
ood ; for every Miniſter is firſt ordain d a Deacon, let 
im be of whatever Vears and Gravity: As for inſtance, 
eorge Keith in the Year 1701, aged about 70, was then 
drdain'd Deacon by the Biſhop of London. This Dea- 
ons Office is to read Divine Service, to Baptize, and 
o bury the Dead; and if he has ſpecial Licence, he may 
preach too ; and after a Year, he =P be preſented again 
o the Biſhop, to be ordained Prieſt, Whatever Anti- 
quity: be pleaded for this Practice, it is not Scriptural : 
herefore this Deacon being not of Chriſt's creating in 
is Houſe, we know him not. 2. The 


hat is ſo receiv d, to the Incumbent Miniſter, and to 
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1 the Fees of the Court. This Biſhop's Claim and 
at preſent ſhall only ſay of him. 1. That in Scrip- 


daind by Senior Presbyters (the People alſo who r 


(369 

2. The Biſhop or Prelate aſſuming Authority over 
Presbyters, we take to be of no better Original. In the 
Papacy this Biſhop was Unſcriptural, and can be no 
better when he is calld Proteſtant. We grant, that the 
College of Presbyters in any Church, anciently choſe 
among themſelves a Grave Senior to preſide among them, 
for Order fake; but our Lorded Presbyter is ſet over a 
Dioceſs of 2, 3, or 400 Pariſhes, or more, in all which 
he is ſole Paſtor, and has fo many Curates. He only 
has Power of Ordination and Juriſdiction within his 
Dioceſs ; no Presbyters (he ſays) may Ordain or Con- 
ſecrate him to his Office, but he Ordains all them, 
and Re- ordains any that were Ordain'd before, by meer 
Presbyters, accounting that Act a meer Nullity. After 
which, by the Canons of 1603, none of them ſo Or- 
dain'd are admitted to any Eccleſiaſtical Living, or ſut- 
fer'd to Preach, except he has from the Biſhop a further 
Licence ſo to do, and ſhall ſubſcribe, &c. This Biſhop hh 
Suſpends and Silences Parochial Miniſters at his plea- 
ſure; and if in Spiritual Courts the grieved have any 
Remedy, few can come at it, - and very hardly. This 
we think is Lordly enough. Whom he or his Chancellor v 
excommunicates, the Pariſh Prieft muſt at his peril Ex- In 
communicate, tho he know him to deſerve no ſuch Cen-h; 
ſure: And by the ſame Order he muſt reſtore to Com- 
munion whomſoever the Chancellor abſolves, tho he 
has no other proot his Repentance, than that he has 


itle we have oft” examin'd and diſprov'd, therefore 


ture he has no Foundation at all; fo no place in 
the Church. The Scripture Biſhop 1s certainly the 
ſame as the Elder, Acts 20. 17, 18, 28. Tit. 1. 5, 6, 7. 
2. Being but a Presbyter, however dignify'd by the 
Prince, we conſtantly deny, that he has ſuch Power of 
Ordination, as to exclude other Presbyters, or any Pow- 
er more than They. And we being ſcripturally Or- 


(37) 
ndtall'd us; concurring by Faſting and Prayer) we 
annot Conſent to Null our former Orders, by ſubmit- 
ng to be Re-ordain'd by any Biſhop. Let him be ever 
d Venerable and Grave, by Chriſt's Authority he is but 
Presbyter ; what then can he add to our Ordination ? 
Dr why ſhould we renounce the former as Void, when 
is Scriptural, 1 Tim. 4. 14. and agrees with the Judg- 
efit and Practice of All, or moſt of the Reformed 
hurches? This were to declare, that hitherto we were 
o lawful Miniſters, and all our Adminiſtrations invalid: 


rhich the Common-Prayer-Book once allowed, but now 
ondemns, being in that point reformed by K. James I. 
r. Dodwell, Leſly, and their Partizans ſeek to paganize 


Ius All, for want of a Prelates conſecrating Hands. But 
ts ſcarce a Century, ſince ſome zealous Archbiſhops and 
Biſhops were more Wiſe and Charitable to us, and to 


he foreign Proteſtants. This new ſtroke to aggrandize 


their Order, as neceſſary to the very being of the Church, 
and eſſential to Salvation, no way encourages our Sub- 


miſſion to Prelates, nor to their intruding Chancellors, 
who never can have any Right to rule over Chriſt's Mi- 


niſters, nor to rob Presbyters of any Power that Chriſt 


has committed to them. : | 
3. The prudential Pleas for this Order of Miniſters, 
are of no greater force. Biſhops, they ſay, by their 


maturer Wiſdom in Ordinations and Inductions, can 


better preſerve a worthy, honourable Miniſtry, and 
maintain Church-Unity and Order, and manage Di- 
ſcipline. Cc. Theſe pretended Ends we like well, but 
would purſue them by divine Means. No Experience 
aſſures us, that the Order of Biſhops doth ſerve theſe 


ends; we do not ſee their Juriſdiction ſecures us a 


more able, godly Miniſtry, or vertuous People, nor 
preſerves found Doctrine: If that of the 39 Articles be 
Orthodox, we ſee it now commonly deſerted and op- 
poſed. And no wonder when a Learned Biſhop of good 


Note, doth now expound thoſe Articles to be of ſo un- 
$ Hs.» certain 


Dur Baptiſm no Baptiſm, unleſs Laymen may baptize; 
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certain ſenſe, that one knows not what they can fer; 
for. Can a Perſon of ſo vaſt Reading and Memory for 
get, that Canon 5. mon the 39 Articles were agreed 


by the whole Clergy, to diverſity of Opinions; and that 


Subſcription is enjoin'd, Canon 36. to avoid Ambignitic: 


Knows he not, that the very A of Uniformity affirm 
the ſame ? Certain it is, that when the Engli/h CIs 
did notoriouſly Arminianize under Charles I. a Parlia: 
ment in 1628, did Claim, Proteſt, and Avow for Truil 


thoſe Articles in the Anti-Arminian ſenſe, as the Doctor? 


of the Church did then currently expound them, and 
rejected any other ſenſe of them. id. Roſbnorths Col 
leftions, Vol. 1. p. 650. But where is the Biſhop now, 
that draws his Pen againſt rampant Arminianiſm ? As 
to Unity in the Church, we ſee as little effect of Epiſ- 
copal influence, even in their Convocations: And in 
truth we.obſerve, that where no Biſhops are, all thoſe 
Sacred Things are as ſafely preſerved ; 1o, that we ſee no 
need of this Order yet. 8 

4. If the Order of Prelates do aſſume further Au- 
thority to decree Rites and Ceremonies, we muſt ak 
ways deny that Power in them or others. This we ſpake 


to before, and ſhall now only add, that the Lord Brook 


in his Treatiſe of Epiſcopacy, roundly pronounces it An- 
tichriſtian, p. 60, 61. He (ſays he) that commands the 
leaſt tittle of Doftrine or Diſcipline, meeely ex Imperio Vo- 
Juntatis, in his own Power and Authority, without 2 
n to be 
good in it ſelf, yet ef commanding is therein Tyrannical, 
and properly Anti-chriſtian. Be that how it will, ſo tem- 
perate a Man as Melanchton, Loc. Om. de Cerem. Hum. 
has theſe words, Epiſcopi arrogant ſibi pote ſtatem Condendi 
Traditiones, quam tamen non concedit eis Evangelium. 
Hor eſt certare cum verbo Dei, & illius Sapientiæ noftram 
Anteferre. Biſhops love to be making Canons; but God 
commands Them and Us to conform our Selves to his 
Rule or Canon, Exod. 23. 13. Dtat. 4. 2. Gal, 6. 16. 


5. The 
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doſe them. Perhaps the People may chuſe a Lecturer, 
rhom they hire, but no R r Or Vicar : Sometimes 
a good Miniſter may come iu this way; and on the con- 
rary''a worſe may ſometimes gain the popular Vote. 
rp his is the fate of all humane Affairs: Abuſes may hap- 
yen in the beſt Hands, and the beſt Conſtitutions may 
be perverted : But is it not far caſter for an ill Man, to 
ain a Patron's ſingle Vote, than the Vote of a Pariſh? 
The Patron 1s not always a Pariſhioner; nor knows what 
may be ſuitable to the People; for every Man is not 
alike fit for every Place : Beſides, the Patron is not al- 
ways wiſe and good: The Advowſon may fall to a weak 
i \Woman, to an Idiot, to an Infant, to a Mercen 
1 inf wretch, yea to a Papiſt, or Atheiſt : And are theſe fit 
hoſel to chooſe Paſtors for others? Yet let the Patron be what 
e nol he will, or Preſent whom be will, its very rare that he 
miſſeth Epiſcopal Induction ; nor can the Biſhop deny 
it but at his own peril. All this is to us Unaccountable, 
Unſcriptural, and Unreaſonable. Mens natural and 
ſpiritual. Rights in Societies are to be preſerved, and 
riſt's Inſtitutions honoured, who gives his Churches 
both Liberty and Charge to ſeek and chooſe for them- 
ſelves, Miniſters ſo qualify'd as his Word directs; to 
whoſe Conduct they may chearfully traſt. This Grant 
is founded in manifold good Reaſon, - and aptly ſerves 
the proper Ends of the Miniſtry ; and therefore we hum- 
bly aſſert it, and care not to come into Office at another 
Door than Chriſt opens to us. | 
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12. Of Declaration and Subſcription required of Miniſters, 


— We that were in Patiſh-Qhurches at Aug. 24: 1662. 
avere required, in order td keep our Places; each of, us 
86 thus to; declare, 7 A. B. do declove n wnjeigned Alen, 

and Conſent to. All, and Every e is the Book 
of Commion-Prayer, and eee of , © 


. The Biſhop wich the Patron do in this Church take 
>2nithem-to:chuſe Miniſters for the People, and im- 
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cording to the Uſe of the Church of England, O. Alſo 
— A. N ade 2 is not on am 
pretence whatſoever, to take up Arms againſt the King ; 
and that I do: abhen that traiterous Poſition, of taking ap 
Arms by the King's Authority, againſt his Perſon, ar am 
Commiſſined by him; and that I will conform to the Liturgy 
of the Church of England, as now by. Law eſtabliſhed. And 
1declare, that 1 do hold, there lies no Obligations on me, i or 
any other Perſon, from the Oath commonly called The So- 
lemn League and Covenant, to endeavour am Alter ation 
of 4 C - — % — ery ry — 2 — 0 
in it ſelf an unlawful Oath, and impoſed on the | th; 
this Hale againft the known Laws and Liberties 'of thus || a4 
Kingdom. Here are 3 Things declared and worn, III 
1. Aﬀent and Conſent to all in the Commun-Prayer- | an 

Book ; which being required both by Law and Canon, | Or 
was to be ſubſcribed in the Preſence of the Ordinary, by f co 
or before the 24th of Auguſt 1662, and declared too on I fla 
that Day by every Incumbent, in his Pariſn: And | Su 
this was done by many blindly. enough i; for tbe Book di 
was not one Week out of the Preſs before that Day, o di 
that it was impoſſible for one Tenth part of the Mini- m 


ſters of England to have then ſeen it, and conſidered ſu 


how they could like it. This Book had now ſuffer d in 
divers Alterations, - and the Compilers known Deſign di 
therein was to thruſt us out of the Miniſtry: For :tho' th 
they do violently urge us to conform as Lay: men, they pr 
deſire not our help in the Miniſtry, and did more Fear I rit 
than Hope our compliance; therefore framed the Terms | ov 
of our Admiſſion ſo as to exelude us, and oblige All to 
attend their own Miniſtry alone. Our leaving our Pul- I In 
pits vacant, was according to their wiſn; but many | a 
good People lamented our Expulſion, and have under | Lz 
all Diſadvantages and Calumnies adhered ſtill to bur 
Miniſtry. To you we have above ſhewed our Grounds 
of diſliking this Book, and denying Aſſent and Con- 
lent to it: We did not deſßiſe the honourable Service 
— our Lord at his Altar ; ve did not count'k a Burden, 

*. 1 nor 
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nor deſert it for a Trifle. - As it belongs to him to make 
the Terms of Chriſtian Communion, and to aſſign his 
Miniſters their Work, ſo to appoint them a Rule of 
Service, and to preſcribe the Terms of their Co- optation 
into that Service: And he has no where impoſed ſuch 
Terms as the Act of Uniformity requires of us, nor 
allow'd them. | 

2. The Declaration againſt — Arms, &c. doth 
(contrary to the Deſign of the 4 1 Oblivion) revive 
the Queltion about our fatal Civil War, between that 
King and his Parliament, and caſts all the Bloodſhed on 
that Parliament; and forces every Miniſter to judge in 
a Quſe which he is not bound to underſtand. Strange 
Treatment we have had for ſcrupling this Declaration; 
and namely, in the County of Devon, by a printed 
Order of Sefſuns, A. D. 1683. which the notable Biſhop 
commanded then to be read in all his Pariſhes, to in- 
flame the Mob againſt us All, as pernicious Rogues. 
Suppoſe now, that Biſhop Lawplugh, and bis Gentry, 
did throughly penetrate the Stateſmens Secrets in thole 
diſtracted times; can every Miniſter dive into ſuch 
matters? Can every poor Curate make a Declaration of 


ſuch matter wah It's moſt unreaſonable to 


imagine this; and therefore to make theſe things Con- 
ditions of our continuing, or of young Mens entring 
the Miniſtry. The Parliament which then was, did 
profeſs a gteat regard to the King's Perſon and Autho- 
rity, and to take up Arms in its Defence, and of their 
own natural Rights illegally invaded : (and a Parlia- 
ment will know their own Power, when We and the 
Impoſers have ſaid all we can). Whether or no they had 
a Right to do what they did, let the Stateſmen and 
Lawyers debate. But ſhall Chriſt have no Miniſters of 


his ſpiritual Kingdom, unleſs they can turn Politicians, 


judge of the Rights of Kings and Parliaments, and 
will engage to ſerve This, or That Faction prevailing in 


the State ? We have lived to ſee ſome that impoſed that 


miſchievous Oath on us, glad to counter- act it them- 
3 5 2 ſelves, 
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(42) | 
ſelves, in their refiſting both the Commiſſion, and the 
Perſon of the late King Fames, in England and Ireland, at 
our happy Revolution in 1688. Experience will teach 
whom nothing elſe can: We dare appeal now to them- 
ſelves, if tis not a betraying of our Lives, Liberties, 
and Poſterity, to affert, That it is not Tawful, on any Pre- 
tence, to take 7 Arms A t any Commiſſion'd by any King. 
What? not if a King be a bigotted, bloody Papiſt? a 
very Tyrant? a publick Robber? What? not if he 
Commiſſion French or Iriſh Dragoons, to cut Proteſtants 
. Throats? Was there never, or can there never be ſuch 

an Engliſh King, to give his Soldiers like Orders, as 
Chrifian II. King of Denmark gave to his at 'Stockholoy, 
A. D. 1520, becauſe Sweden was at that time Interdicted 


by the Pope? 'Had not we — an Abdicating and 
0 


Abdicated King abroad, ready to Commiſſion ſuch 


Dragoons? And has not the French King provided us 


= another King, had he but ſtrength to impoſe him? 


e therefore could never approve the aforeſaid Decla- | 


ration; tho without that, we can challenge our Aecu- 
ſers to ſhow any clearer proofs of Their Loyalty, than 
we have of Ours. *' enn 
3. We were to renounce the Covenant, as above, until 
the Year 1682, when the Law ceaſed to oblige us to 
that. This however, was once a great Stumbling- block to 
ſuch of us as had taken that Solemn Covenant, the avowed 
Deſign whereof was only a' Regular Reformation of 
Church and State, by Scripture Rule and Authority: 
Hence in Scotland both the King and his Subjects deli- 
berately fwore to it. Now that Deſign is certainly 
good ; for'Scriptural Reformation will always be a Duty, 
ſo long as Scripture is good, and is a Rule; a t, 
only Rule, 'as Proteſtants avow : If an Apoſtle devi- 
ate from that, he may be rebuked, and therein reſiſted, 
_ 2. 11, 14. And why may not a Prelite? No 
Church in this World is fo abſolutely perfect, as never 
to need Amendment in any point: Far leſs this Prela- 
FicalCautch, which oonfeſſes, it wants 4 godly Diſcipitne, 
Z 1 
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hd in which divers worthy Men have always groaned 
for Amendments. Now where there is need of any Re- 
brmation, it muſt be ſome body's Duty; and uſually 
Men need exciting to that work, becauſe its always ctoſs 
to the ſtream of the Limes. Now who ſhall reform 
Religion, or ſtir up others to reform that, if Miniſters 
ſhall not? Yet this bleſſed Work mutt we renounce by 
ſolemn Oath, after we had ſworn to promote it: This 
therefore 1n us would be horrid Perjury: A rare way 
to ſettle Prelacy ſor ever, if, when once tis up, every 
one mult ſwear, There lies no Obligation on Me, nor any 
other Perſon, by the ſaid Oath, to endeævour any Alter a- 
tion. What ? can the Prelatical Church never fall into 
a Need of being altered? and when there is palpable 


Need, mutt there be no endeavour ? No, not in the 


way of our Callings > What? not 9 to God ? 
; hat? not in a 
fair Convocation, nor in the Parliament-houſe? What? 


is this Church infallible too? Elſe how can it be unlaw- 
ful, peaceably to reform it, — God's Word, and 


the Example of the belt Reformed cher? Yea, this 
cannot but be all Chriſtians —_ by the Second Com- 
mandment, and by vertue of their Allegiance to Jeſs 
Chriſt, avowed in Baptiſm. But tho ſome of us did 


think it a Fault, that the Ovenant was impos d, how 


can we declare, that to every Perſon it was unlanſul' and 
wnobliging ? What Reaſon, what Senſe is it for us to ro- 
nounce it for all others, even thoſe of another Kingdom, 
living under another Parliament and Laws, where the 
Three Eſtates agreed to impoſe and take it? What have 
we to do to condemn them? How inhumane it looks, 
to caſt Men and their Families out from Houſe” and 
Home, for not determining what other Men may do? 
How unrighteous and unreaſonable to make theſe things 
Conditions of Miniſtry > The Covenant had indeed a 


Clauſe againſt the Britriſn Prelacy; and its not for us 
to repeat the Hiſtory of certain Prelates, that might oc- 
caſion that Clapſe z their Actions in, and out —_ 
r g tat- 
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ave 
| 1h athe! 
common to run into Extremes. Js, wh; an 
had taken the Covenant, it was hard to abjure it; beg, G 
caufe iĩmpartial Caſuiſts always ſay, that a folemn Oatiſvay 
bands ſtrongly in matter not in ĩts own Nature; apt c 
did that Oath of the Elders of Jſrael to the Giheonite nervi. 
Joſb. 9, tho they vrere drawn into it b Guile: Anand 
yet their Poſterity were ſmartly puniſh'd for King Kaul are 
violatuig mat Oath, after a long term of Years, 2 nnd 
21. t, 23. and ſhall we ſo entail a Curſe on our Po har. 
Keetnei ac do tcde 5Þ ob 4 062 + 761 core 
Iheſe were the Difhcultics caſt in our way;  whichFhat 
being to us inſupetabie, e could not continue in ouPb, 
Pariſhes, Miniſtring to you, our dear Friends, as we It 
deſired. Wherefore: to pay our Ordination Vows toſfo 01 
God, a neceſſity lies upon us to preach the Goſpel, 'whenJittl, 
and whete; we may: We have counted the Coſt, andi 1. 
wo to ue if we preach not the Goſpel, while hungry Soulſjvay 
crave iti of us; tho ſome ſay, wo to us if we do. fauę 


f 13. Of Muni raiſed up ſince our Ejeftion. hr 
bib en Jo sel ud! 30d n. a eee A412) (bl 
The Prophets live not for ever: | Wherefbre as need}nul 
required] others have: fupply'd the room of our Bre · Mot 
thren deceaſed. ITheſe never took the Oovenant, nor are ton 
obliged no to renounce it: In this, their caſe differs from gain 
ours hut as to others Impoſitions tis the fame. TheſtMe: 
are Diſſnſers too, and by their Practice we judge theyſto f 
have the ſame Perſwaſion as we, touching the Eſtabliſn dio d 
Church Government, Diſcipline, and Ceremonies; fofftwit 
they cannot be received into Parochial Miniftry : What Fat 
then muſt they do, but Practice as we have done? Wenn 
know ſull well, our Accuſers will ſce no need of our 

Miniſtry: and Meetings: We'wiſh. there were not; but 
the contrary is evident. Our Nation is populous enough 
to fill boi Their Temples and Ows; and . oor 


CY 
riſhes, if the People had not our Migiftry, they muſt 
mibave no ＋ 700-4 — — do Na Curr 
15Tther cry, in and help us againſt prrvniling - 
Borance, Error, and Inpiety. Her: le el the — 
Godlineſs is left? — will they never think of any 
fay to retrieve it, y perſecuting us? May | 
; 4 & obſerve ſome good Fruit of Ar. Miniſtry; OE 
rving the knowledge of God, and ſoundnels of Faith, 
nd in Catholick Love, even to our Troublers? For we 
Ware not damn Them, as their Canon damns us over 
«nnd over till we be dead; and then the Curate, for a 
harming Reaſon, ſcruples not to call us, dear Brethren 
- | Weparted : Which amounts to a virtual Abſolution. Oh 
hat Paſſion and Prejudice might not ſtill hold our Eyes! 
Dh, that in this our Day we knew the things of our Peace! 
It offends ſome, that we raiſe a Succethon of Miniſters. 
o our diſtinct Congregations; but will they hear us a 
ittle, as to this? | {161 
1. We have conſcientiouſly taught our Hearers the 
ray of the Lord; and They, as in Duty bound, have 
Faught their Families his Statutes : Whereupon ſome of 
pur Poſterity weighing the Grounds of our Practice, 
Fhink the Scripture is on our ſide, and that they are 
bliged to Diſſent for the ſame Reaſons. as we: And 
nult theſe have no Miniftry > Our Neighbours have 
ot yet learnt of the French King, to force our Children 
om us, to be train'd up in their way: And we cer- 
ainly, if we be true to any Principles, and be honeſt 
Men, muſt train them up in our way ; not forcing them 
ey to follow us, but inſtructing them in the Bible; and in 
d doing, ſome of them do follow us. We hope none 
vill ask us to ſeek Peace with Men, by profaning our 
Families, or ſuppreſſing the Bible therein: Wherefore 
ve muſt be Falſe, Cruel, Wicked, and Fools, if we let 
ut four Miniftry fail. Do not our Accufers think themſelves 
ut bound thus to provide for their People ? Beſides, many of 
gh Jour Hearers are Seals to our wg ron 6 God made us Spi- 
by the Goſpel : And muſt 
we 
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we be unnatural, in taking no Care to breed up our 
own Children ? Rr 95 £1 Nein 5 24 10 
2. The Parochial Communion remains (till as it was, It. 
if our Exceptions againſt it were juſt as to our ſelves, Ng. 
the ſame will be ſo, as to our Poſterity : Nor do we 
know yet, that others have repented of thar perſecuting 
us unto illegal Fines, Priſons, Exile, and Beggary. A 
Frenzy which ſome of the Church have ever bewail'd, 
(Alas how few!) and which Biſhop Sillingfleet at laſt 
laid at the Papiſts doors, after he had too much help'd - 
it on by his Dialogues, his moſt unſeaſonable Sermon of 
the Miſchief of Separation 1n the Year 1680, and his 
unreaſonable Defence of it: Soon after which, the Zeal 
againſt Popiſh Plotters was turn d into another Channel, 
and the Nation knows what follow'd. While Perſecu- 
tion and Profaneneſs are not purg d out, tis not our 
| _— into the Church can make it a Communion of 

nts, F771 247 101 | 

We then being mortal Men, and debtors to Poſterity, 
and finding many Pariſhes furniſhed with very blind 
Guides, ſome infamous for Doctrine and Morals, and our 
Poſterity unſatisfy d and unſafe under them, are oblig d 
to help them to the beſt we can, by 2 Tim. 2. 2. Lis 
notorious with how great Diſadvantage we Educate any, 
and under what ſore diſcouragements they enter the 
Miniſtry ; conſcious of many unavoidableDebilities,which 
reaſonable Men will conſider : But Senſe of Duty to God 
and Men conftrains us to endeavour our belt. , 

3. Since the continuing of the Separation offends, if 
our Brethren had indeed rather have our Company and 
Miniſterial Help in their Churches, they may open their 
Doors wider, and once let Chrif's Terms of Communion 
take place: That's a ſhort and ſure way to end the Se- 
paration or Diſſent. But for us now to come in, as the 
Caſe yet ftands, is to make our ſelttes Tranſgreſſors, by 
building again what we deſtroyed : Tis to beſie our fixed 
Judgment and Conſcience, to diſparage that farther! de- 
gree of Reformation we had attained; and go back- 


wards : 
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dur yards; yea to engage againſt all Progreſs in Reforma- 


ion, when both Parties confeſs, there is much need of 
t. But God forbid, that we ſhould provoke God 
againſt our Land, by fuch backſliding. If a perpetu- 
ated Separation enſues hereon, the Fault is not ours, for 
he Remedy 1s not in our Power. 


| E 14. A rouch on the Hiſtory of Diſſenting. 


We are not the beginners of this Contention. Ous 
Fathers from Age to Age have peaceably refuſed to ſub - 
mit to the meer Wills of Men in the Houſe of God. 
What uſage They and We have met with herein, by 
crouds- of Sermons ( eſpecially before Magiſtrates, and 
on certain Anniverſary Days) and Legions of other 
Prints; by ſanguinary Laws, and execution of Laws, 
and Sham-Plots to procure Laws againſt the Innocent ; 
is a mournful Theme, and we'll paſs it by. Time has 
effectually purg'd us from the reproach of Turbulent 
Behaviour, and fer the Saddle on the right Horſe, un- 
leſs Men reſolve that they will not ſee. However it may 
be uſeful to ſome, to have a taſte of our Story. 

When our firſt Proteſtant King Edward VI. firſt ſet - 
led our Engliſh Liturgy, divers who had fled beyond- 
Fea, upon the bloody Six Articles of Henry VIII. re- 
turned Home. Theſe had ſeen the Churches in Germany 
and Switzerland more reformed in their Worthip, and 
Diſcipline ; and fo lamented the imperfectneſs of our 
Reformation. Cwverdale, Hooper, 8c. preſſed on to quit 
the Ceremonies, Veſtments, &c. which at that time Gan- 
mer and Ridley (tifly defended, fearing popular Tumults, 
had they then proceeded further. Nay, that excellent 
foung Prince h1mfſelf-could not prevail with Ridley to 

r with the diſſent of ſo good a Man as Hooper, till 
Queen Mary's Priſon convinced him of that fatal Error. 
See Ridley's Letter to Hooper, confeſſing his Weakneſs. 
Here the impoſers of Ceremonies began with Severity, and 
the Non-conformiſts witli ROT In Queen MAarys 
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time Dr. Cr, even during the Exile at Frankford, 80 
his Fellows no better. So fooliſh is that bitter Spiri. 
When Queen Elizabeth came to the Throne, reviving 
the bleſſed Work of Reformation, yet the aforeſaid Reliques 
of Popery were till urged ; whereupon many in the 
Church were diſſatisfy d, and began to be called Pu- 
ritans. Archbiſhop Whitgift ſuſpended ſome ſuch Mi- 
niſters, eminent for Piety and Learning, and great Or- 
naments of the Church. Lord Treaſurer Burleigh could 
0 way ſoften that Prelate : See their printed Letters, 
iſhop Burnet confeſſes, that Queen was ſtiff for pom- 
pous Ceremonies in worſhip. Such rare Biſhops as Grin- 
dall, Fewel, &c returning from Exile, could not move 
her to abate ſo much as the Clergy-Habits to ſuch as 
{crupled them. 2715 87195 
In her Fifth Vear the Lower Houſe of Convocation 
paſs d a Vote againſt urging Miniſters Subſcription to 
Ceremonies; and many Lords of Her Council preſs d 
the Biſhops to Moderation. The Houſe of Commons 
alſo paſs d ſome favourable Bills, but ſtill the Arch- 
biſhops heat fruſtrated all theſe Diſpoſitions to better 
Temper. Then was our Nation ſadly diſquieted, and 
Papiſts grew bold. Many learned and godly Miniſters 
were ſilenced or deprived ; Mr. Cartwright impriſoned, 
Mr. Wa, Travers Maſter of the Temple was ſilenced, 
Mr. F. Udal for his but writing againſt Church-mens 
Malc- adminiſtration, was ſentenced to die, and in Priſon 
did die. Diſſenters made humble Petitions, but certain 
Biſhops ſhew'd no Mercy. And thus the Queen con- 
cluded her Reign. RTE | 
James VI. of Scotland ſucceeded in her Throne. He 
in his own Country (where equal Presbyters were the 
Reformers from Popery) called our Engliſh Liturgy ill 
mumbled Maſs: And at his parting from that Kingdom 
gave ſolemn Aſſurances to preſerve their ancient Diſci- 
phone and Form of Government by Presbyters. What 
ecame of thoſe Scotch Promiſes the World _ 
that 


Epiſcopacy was ſet up there, not to the Credit 
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Order, if we might judge by the an and Palinodia of 
it. Patrick Adamſon the infamous Archbiſhop of &. Andrews. 
In England our et tutor d that King, till he be- 
came bitter againſt the Puritant, and reſolvd to root 
them out. 750 Miniſters petition d him at once for 
further Reformation. That occaſion d the Hampton- 
Court Conference, of which Barlow has left us a very lame 
Story; yet enough to ſhow what Councils ruled the 
King, and what the Diſſenters were to expect from the 
Biſhops. The very fame Argument fway'd againſt alf 
further Reformation, as the Pope's Deputies urg d in the 
Council of Trent. 

Unhappy Charles I. trained in the Prelates School, 
danced to their Pipe, till He and the Nation felt the 
miſchief it. Archbiſhop Lad, and others, ſoon ſhow'd 
on their mind to make Terms with Rowe, but drove the 
to [Puritans into American Deſarts. Juſt as their Poſterity 
d ſince declare, they had rather be Papiſts than Preobyterians. 
ns [And who doubts that? But ſince the Engliſh and Fo- 
h- [reign Presbyterians moſt cordially own the Proteſtant 
ter Doctrine, are not theſe Men aſham'd to declare the 
nd [Proteſtant Religion to be worſe than Popery? Will this 
ers fever convince the World, that our Hierarchy is fo great 
A, Ia Bulwark of the Reformation? Nay rather, that the 
d, Impoſers are infatuated. Yet theſe Revolters in Heart 
ns [troubled that Reign, whoſe Race was fo Tragical, and 
on its end very Mournful. Our Fathers being oppreſsd, 
in made Supphcations in vain, and were treated with great 
n- ISeverity, while the zealous Impoſers were ſo fondly 

tender of the Papiſts, that the Nation was driven to 
He violent Methods, and extreme Hazards, to prevent our 
he being all ſwallow'd up in that great Gulf. And who 
L. can, to this Day, look back on the Confuſions of that 
m Reign, without Grief and Horror? 
:i- | Thoſe miſerable Diſtractions laſted to the 12th of 
at | Garles II. when that King was brought Home by the 
vs. | Presbyterians ; and what Engagements he then took on 
at {him to uſe milder Councils, 8 the World may ſtill fee 
2 In 
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in his Declaratiou from Breda, &c. But his Ring- craft 
ſoon open d, and we ſaw that verify d, which good 
Biſhop Brownrig ſaid on his Death-bed, to one WhO 
brought him the welcome News, Now our Mater it 
coming Home. |. Is he coming? (and the Grave Biſhop, 
now near to Eternity) God bleſs him But he I bring thoſe 
with him, who, where it to fave not Three Nations, but 
Three Worlds, will not abate a Rag , 4 Ceremony; This 
ſoon appear d in the Mock-Conferente at the Sxwoy, and 
by the baſe Arts uſed to gain the Act of Unifarmity. 
The Savoy Papers are cxiant, where all may ſee. how 
large were our Conceſſions for Peace, but our Demand 
of Abatements the loweſt that could be. Vet not an 
Ace would be yielded to us. Nay, the Terms of Con- Nga 
formity were made more grievous, and enjoin'd with 
greater Rigour. Whereupon about 2000 Incumbents, Cer 
and other Miniſters, many of them burning and ſhining Ider 
Lights, were by a Law difabled from the exerciſe of pro 
their Miniſtry : and then, by conſequent Laws, were dri-}f| _ © 
ven from their Habitations and Frecholds. Theſe, and Ou 
many more Thouſands of Perſons and Families ſuffer d] ſect 
ſuch things by virtue of thoſe Draconic Laws, as the We 
Proſecutors would be angry to fee publiſh'd : Witneſs ] tau 
their Reſentment of Mr. Calamy's 9th Chapter, attempt- Lo: 
ing (with many Imperfections and Miſtakes) a Catalogue of ( 
. Ejected, ſilenced Miniſters. That Houſe of] Fac 
ommons which hatch d thoſe Laws, lived to confeſs the pro 
Miſchief of them. That Reign which produced them, ] relt 
ended in Popiſh Plots, and terrible Convulſions: for a || fer 
Popiſh Duke ſwayd all: And it muſt be noted, that] Rig 
generally the ſame Perſons were for executing. thoſe | hac 
Laws, and for a Popiſh Succeſſor. Paſſive Obedietice they | ver 
preach'd, and we practis d it, till they had once again hoz 
ridden the Nation to the very Gates of Rome. me 
In 1684. James II. mounts the Throne; and being an am 
old Man, was in haſte to reſtore his Religion: bis Popiſn | am 
Queen and Jeſuits ſpurr d him. A bold Eſſay he made, ane 
and dwas no {mall wonder he miſcarry d. Many Clergy, J &. 
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this time, wrote and acted hogourably : It was high 

ime : Had they not a Cauſe ? Difſſenters had no Bi- 
opricks, Fellowſhips, or other Preferments to looſe ; 

vet obſerving the approaches of Popery long before, we 

oldly reſiſted it, by many Books, both Popular and 


) 5 4 . 8 
* earned. We envy not our dignify'd Brethren their 
yt praiſe, and ſmall Cauſe have their writers now to reflect 


on our Conduct then, would they honeſtly conſider our 
arlier Services, their own greater Numbers and Op- 
portunities, and their denying; Licence at that time to 
dur Books, And who fees not, how little any Books 
ould do, againſt a raging Tide? Let all Men judge, 
an whether Their People or Our were moſt inſtructed a- 
n- flzainſt Popery : But amongſt them it muſt be owned, 
th that Intereſt was a ſtronger Fence againſt Popery, than 
ts, Ceremonies. Blefled be that Providence which ſo or- 
dered it, and taught the Seven Biſhops in Priſon, to 
of {promiſe to come to ſome other Temper towards us. 

ri- Servile proſtitution of — 25 had ſorely diſtreſs d us: 
1d Our Friends were in no Truſts; nay many were by Per- 
d ſecution brought to Poverty, Priſons, and Exile: Others 
he were diſarm'd and diſgrac d at Home. We know who 
{5 taught the King that Leſſon; but in this Mount the 
t- | Lord appeared: He prepared the moſt Illuſtrious Prince 
ae Orange for ſuch a time, form'd his Mind to heal a 
of | Factious Nation, and girt him with Strength, ſent and 
he proſper d him to patronize the forlorn Proteſtant” Inte- 
n, reſt, and the Liberties of Europe? By ſo doing, he de- 
2 | ſerved highly of the Age, and worthily became our 
at Þ Rightful and Lawful *** the IIId. whom God 
ſe had made our common Benefactor, and Glorious Deli- 
ey | verer.” No ſooner did he call the Clergy (one would 
in bope, in a fit Seaſon) to Harmonize with a cool Parlia- 
ment, and to reform at leaſt ſome confeſs'd Abuſes 
n | among themſelves, and to attempt ſome Accommodation 
h | among ſound Proteſtants, but out comes a Vox Geri; 
e, and the Lower Houſe of Convocation declare, Nolumtas Te- 
1, | ger Anglia mntari. As if every uſage of rex 
If eOple 
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People were now become Sacred as the Nation's Funda · Nhei 
mental Laws. Thus the Church-Clock was ſet for that Mut 
hopeful Reign: Liberty was indeed granted by Law 
for our Separate Worſhip, without diminiſhing a Grain 
from their Silver Shrines: This we thankfully accept, 
and peaceably improve. But how the King and Parlia- Ii 
ment which indulged us have been treated, we thought · 
fully obſerve. An Army of Prints and Re- prints do 
every day repreſent us as Donarifts, curſed Schiſmaticks, Mi- 
turbulent People, tho' we can vye 1 with the beſt 
of them. Is this their due Temper ? Is this the way tog 
charm us into their Communion? Our Diſſent is plainly ai 
againſt our worldly Eaſe and Intereſt every way. Wei 
have labour d to convince our Rulers, that we do it in 
Obedience to Scripture-Light, and the Dictates of Con- Ari 
ſcience, and in a faithful Concern to pleaſe God. Such 
as thought Conformity tdlerable upon any Occaſions, have 
— their utmoſt length for Peace. All this is call'd 

ypocriy, and ſo is all we can fay or do. Nay, a wri- 
ter of Name has judged our Secret Sins (how came he to fan 
know them) to be far worſe than Murder and Adul- 
tery: Our Principles, Practices, and 2 Thoughts 
are traduced, to incenſe Magiſtrates. To ſome Books rar 
we. quietly: teply d. When the famous Author of the Ifol 
Weapon: ſalde for the Church's Wounds, thought fit at ſuch a Fa 
Time, May 2. 1680. to draw his Sword ( for ſuch was Jin; 
his Pen) it was time to hold up the Shield; for War 13 
was, at hand. Then did aur Qwen, Raule, Clarkſon, Bar- IC; 
ter, Alſop, Troughton,. Barret, and others, make bold G. 
to . with the Reverend Dean. He. wrote a Iv. 
Second time; and divers of them reply'd : which An- Fey 
ſwers to this Day ftand untouch'd ; as doth Mr. De Launs IV 
Plea, extofted by Dr. Calamy's Challenge; which coſt I ſf 
him his Life in Priſon. And would our Brethren con- I ſa 
ſider, we could tell them of Thouſands of precious Lives IB 
ſo ſacrificed. Some Selt-defences ate ncceſſary, but we 
have no Joy in theſe Litigations; tho' ſo furiouſly I 
charg'd by Five Impreſſions of the London-Caſes, ng of-- 
N e theis 
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heir Abridgment, and by a ſwarm of fuch peeviſh 
\uthors, as Bur ſcongh, Bennet, Dorrington, Weſly, Stubbs, 
acheverill, 14005 c. Little has been ſaid to any of 
heſe, and little needed be ſaid to a bare rehearſal of 
od Arguments ſo often enervated » And we ſee tis but 
ittle the Times will bear, when all occaſions are ſought 
againſt us: A burden of invidious Clamours we con- 
entedly bear, ſtriving to approve our ways to God and 
Man, as the Apoſtle has directed us, 2Cor. 6. 3. to 10. 
\nd kind Providence evidently calls us all, under this 
gentle Government, to unite our Vigour againſt pre- 
railing Impiety. In that more neceſſary Service we de- 
light, and therein continue to this day. Only at your 
Requeſt we have thus far diverted, to give you a Memo- 
rial of our Caſe, and our Plea. g 

Theſe things hold us to the way of Non- conformity, 
therein we are comfortably finiſhing our Courſe, tho 
bearing ſuch Calumny as you muſt expect in the ſame 
way. What we have ſaid, we beſeech you to weigh, 
and warn you not to receive any thing becauſe tis our 
Opinion, but ro ſearch theScripture with humble Diligence 
and Prayer: If the way we have led you in, be war- 
ranted by that ſure Word of Prophecy, you ought to 
follow the Lord therein, tho' Men call it Hereſy or 
Faction. If in obeying Chriſt you meet with Suffer- 
ings, his Grace will be ſufficient for you, 1 Per. 4. 12, 
13, 14. 5. 10. Hope in his Word, and do his good 
Cmmandments, and Peace be on you, Pial. 119. 166, 167. 
Gal. 6. 16, Now to him that is able to keep Us and 
You in all Truth and Godlineſs, and preſerve us from 
every Evil Work, we heartily commit our Selves and 
You, truſting in his Mercy, that if in this World we 
ſhall not ſee Peace er- Iſrael, he will ere long land us 
fafe in a glorious World of puteſt Light, and perfect 
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that we depart from the Principles and Temper 
of old Non-conformiſts, we refer the Engliſh Reader to be 
more fully aud truly informd of Fact, by Mr. John 
Troughton's Hiſtorical Apology ſor the Non-conformiſts, in 
1681. and to another nameleſs Author in 1682. who 
calls his Book, The Harmony of the Old and Preſent Non- 


—_— Principles, &c. having certain Letters to Arch- 


op Whitgift annex d. But if indeed any of us have 


quitted our Fore-fathers Footſteps, as tis evident our 


Oppoſers have left Theirs ; the Arguments however can 
never looſe the Force they had, and it mult be ſtrange 
Ignorance of this World, for any to be thereby offend- 


ed, or think that makes Their Caſe, or Ours, better or 


worſe. May the Lord heal the Backflidings of both. 
2409 24 THE END. 


i . e : M 
1 1 


*» — 


An APPENDIX to the Letter ; 0 
containing Advice more Practical. 


Brethren, Beloved in our Lord Feſus, boy 


Letter, we who ſurvive to reviſe it, think fit, as dying 
Men, once more to put you in mind of ſome things un- 
queſtionably Great and Weighty ; Our Pilgrimage has been 
through various Trials in very unſettled Times z under which 
having obtained Mercy to be found faithful in ſome meaſure, 
our great Care is, that the Work of. God may out- live us, and 


proſper more in your Hands; Hear us therefore now, as you 
love us, your Overſeers and Servants. in the Goſpel, 1 2 


to us now, becauſe ſhortly you can hear us no more; or rather 
bear what che Spirit ſpeaks unto the Churches, Rev. 2. 7. bs 
| | | A 


Hereas ſome principal Writers againſt Us report, 


Q NC your Necefficies call for a freſh Supply of the above 
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21 not further trouble you about the Grounds of Non- con- 
Pormity, nor would bave you trouble us. If the Reaſons afore 
aid are of force with you, a Neceſſity lies upon you to walk 

Wn Separate Communions ordinarily 3 yet maintaining Uyity of 
pirit in the Bond of Peace, with all true Chriſtians; who call 
n the Name of the Lord'Jefus. Conſcience towards him obliges 
ou to aſſociate for his Solemn Worſhip. | 
1. For his greater Honour, and to advance his Kingdom of 
Jace in the World. | 
2. For mutual Edification and Comfort. But the ſame,Con- 
ience will oblige you to walk in all Wiſdom, Humility, and 
7 harity, : not in a Spirit of Envy or Contention, Suffer vs 
. nerefote now (as the Apoſtles in view of their Deceaſe) to put 
Ch- Nou in mind, *% 
ave 1. Of ſome conftant Duty towards Chriſt your Redeemer, 
our Four Lord and Head. | | 
can 2. Of mutual Duty among your Selves, and to your Miniſters. 
nee 3. Of ſome Duty to ſuch Chriſtians as you Diſſent from. 

. 4. Of Duty to your Families and Poſterity. For by all theſe 
rou are to adorn the Doctrine of God our Saviout; but we can 
ter you only ſhort Hints, 

1. Hear our ſolemn Charge, and ſerious Advice, concerning 
Duty to Chrift Jeſus, your Great Prophet, High-Y!rieft of 
your Profeſſion, and your glorious King: The faithful Huſ- 
and and Guide of his Church, and her Honourable Head, 
Surely very much is always due to him. Pſal. 45. 11. Ze 1 
thy Lord, worſhip tbou bim. 

C. 1. Your diſtinct Communions as Non-conformiſts were pri- 
tively grounded in a fuller Teſtimony io the kingly Office of 
hriſt, and his peculiar Digaity in his own Houſe, where he 
mutt be Lawgiver alone, and will not ſhare away his Glory: 
herefore know him well in that Capacity. As his Prieftly 


dre Bhiegiation and Interceſſion is incommunicable to any, fv is his 
. Royal Authority: He will have none to command any Do- 


trine, Ordinance, or Practice, which he in his Word has not 
cen taught, nor to ſet aſide any of his Orders. Matth. 17. 5. — 
23. 9, 10. Hear Him. id | 7 

wt Study this great Office. of Chrift in its ſeveral Branches, as 

ind Inis Word diſplays it, that you may never give up his Rights 

ou Fto any that would invade his Throne, There is a Mam of Sin, 

King of the Children of; Pride, who magnifies himſelf at a moſt 
ſtrange rate, 2 Ibeſſ. 2. 3. to 12: and preſumes to charge Timer- 
d Lans; for he does all in his Church like one that is above 


"all n Law. He enadis n and Ceremonies, yea, — 
#101610 ;20es 
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Doctrines and Sacraments, according ohe Wil. His Spirit; 
was early working in the Church, 1 John 2. 18. -- 4. 3, No 
that you may diſown him, you ſhould and may know him, b. 
what is ſaid of him, 1 Tim. 4. 1, 2, 3. No Uſurpers are you te 
receive, but always, and in all things, follow the Lamb of God 
Rev. 14. 4+ The Pope arrogates an Univerſal Headſhip unde 
Chrift, but really in oppoſition to him, and therein that Set d 
Men are the Antichriſt Others claim not ſo much, yet woul( 
be medling in Chrift's Houſe, and teaching him how to orde 
it. But he is a wiſe and faithful King, tho' his Kingdom i 
not of this World; that is, tis not got, nor kept, nor ma 
nagd like worldly Kingdoms, nor to worldly Ends: By the 
Sword of his Mouth he ſubdues the Rebellious to himſelf; anc 
that ſame Word is the Sceptre whereby he Rules them: But. 
he writes his Laws in their Hearts, and from his own fulneſ 
of Life and Spirit, imparis to thcm ſuch vital Influence (like 

that of a Head to the Members of the Natural Body, or of 
Vine to its Branches) as gives them Strength and Freedom it 
the ways of holy Obedience, Wherefore know him ia his pe 
culiar Royalty. | 

2. Acknowledge him heartily as your only King. To him alone 35 
muſt his own Church ſubmit, by Word and Deed, as Subject Wa 
to their own King: Eph, 5. 23. Phil. 2. 10, 11. 407 3. 221. 
To us there is but one Lord, and Maſter in Religion, to whon | 
every Knee muſt bow; and he is juſtly jealous of his own Pref?” 
rogative and Honour, Particular Saints avouch him as the 5 
only Lord of their Conſcience, who has Dominion over theit * 
Faith and Wor ſhip; and ſo muſt you all do in each of you” 
Societies, and in your joint Worſhip; for there alſo he is Head 64: 
Wherefore, 0 

1. Every Church maſt be framed or conftituted according 
to his Will and Inſtitution: His Church is a choſen Generation Da 
4 peculiar People. He by his Word preached ſeeks them out pF 
and calls them, as they come and cleave to him by Faith: 
His Spirit of Grace qualifies them for Communion with him 
and with each other: He obliges them to unite and walk i 
particular Societies; and his Word deſcribes who are Perſons 
meet and worthy to be admitted Members therein, or to enjo) all 
the Privileges of his viſible Houſhold z alſo how, and bf. 
whom theſe are to be ſo received. The Word ſets down what 
Offices ſhall always be in his Church; what ſort of Perſons 
ſhall bear and execute thoſe Offices z how, and by whom the) 
muſt be called thereto, and veſted thereinz how they ſhould 
behave themſelves in their Offices, and how they ſhould by - ge 

maintain“ 
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if maintain'd and ſupported. Now ſearch the Scriptures, that 
in the Structure of your Churches, none of his Orders be 
overſcen, ſlighted or tranſgreſs d: Humbly conform to all the 
plain dictates of his Wiſdom and Sovereign Pleaſure; and in 
the reft, you muſt of Neceſſity exerciſe Modeſty and mutual 
Forbearance. 
2. In your particular Fellowſhips walk carefully and unani- 
mouſly in all his Ordinances of Worfhip, neglecting none. 
Say not, what need is there of them, or what profit by them ? 
what need of Sabbaths? Why ſo much Preaching and Pray- 
ing, and that in Solemn Aﬀemblies, when we might read as 
Igood at home? Or what need of viſible Covenanting by Sa- 
craments? A moſt wretched Indifferency grows upon many as 
Fto external Worſhip, (we fear, it is by their ſad formality in 
nell it) tho' God have ſpecially promiſed his Preſence therein, and 
is thereby eminently glorify'd among. Men, What Worſhip 
Ithey pay is made rather an Act of Liberty than of Duty or 
, (Neceſſity : This is not to honour him. Infinite Wiſdom and 
Love directed all his preſcriptions 5 ſupreme Authority 
eftabliſh'd them: Hence his lovers delight in his Houſe, Pſal. 
$23.6. --- 26.8, --- 27. 4. for that his Bleſhngs are aſſured and 
Idiſpenſed. Exod. 20. 24. Pſal 76. 2. --- $7. 2, 3. Iſa. 56.6, 7. 
Iſa 4. 5, 6. It's an evil Heart of Unbelief that draws back 
from them, Zeb. 3. 12, 13. And 'tis bold, licentious Pride to 
prel put a flight on any of them: Wherefore keep them all pure 

Yand entire, and duly attend them, Matth, 28. 20. 1 Cor, 11. 2. 
Jo Zechary and Elizabeth walk'd in all the Ordinances blameleſs, 
Luke 1. 6. 

3. Since in Religion you are not Servants of Men, in true 
fidelity to Chrift you muſt in your Places peaceably oppoſe and 
;- Mrcfuſe whatever Innovations, Injunctions, or Traditions of 
Men, As 4. 19. 5. 19. Would any change the Lord's 

Day for another Day, or command other Feafts to be equally 
regarded z or forbid you to ſanctifie the Lord's Holy Day, or 

ſuppreſs the Uſe of his Holy Word; or ſet up another Rule of 

Faith and Judge of Controverſies ? do they deviſe new Modes 
Jof Worſhip, or mingle their own Fancies with his Inftitutions ? 
for Conſcience ſake, receive them not, bur obey Chrift above 
1 bn Men, Mich. 6, 16. But ill preſerving the Honour due to 

the Perſons of Superiors, and to their Authority in all other 
| matters, Rom. 13. 1. Faithful Magiſtrates will ask no more, 
Jad humble Biſhops dare no more equal their Canons to His, 
than Apocryphal Stories to Divine Scripture. When Corrup- 
4 be tions grow general, its time for them that are on the Lord's 
Zint ide, to ſhew themſelyes for him, Ex. 3 2. 24, N 2 3. 
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4. Uphold the Fame and Honour of Chriſt, and'nouriſh your 
Truft in him, and Love to him, by ſpeaking often one to anocher 
in his praiſe, Cam. 1. 2, 3, Mal. 3. 16. Tell how Great, and 
Wiſe, and Good he is. What live you for; but to exalt him 
that died for your Ranſom ? Pſul. 145. 5. 12. Rom. 14. 8, 9. 
Mention how great a Saviour he is, how loving and ſtreng a 
Redeemer, how perfect a Counſelor, how tender, faithful, and 
con ſtant a Friend, altogether lovely. Pſ2t. 89. 1. Cant. 5. 10. 
to 16. Iſa, 9. 6, 7. 63. 7. Thus S. Paul ſpread his Fame 
in ail his Epiftles, and by all his Miniftry, 2 Cor. 2. 14. and 


* valued his Life chiefly for this, That Clviſt might be magnify in 


bis Body, Phil. 1. 20, 21. The very Children he accepted in 
fiaging Hoſanna to him, Matth, 21. 15, 16. The Blefſed Above 
praiſe him without wearineſsz ſo muſt you delight in him, and 
be devoted to him. This is to hon6ur him as your Lord and 
Head, or be in Subje&ion to him in all things, as a People taken 
out of the World tor his Name, Acts 15. i114. 

J. 2. Weexhort you next, to continue in all mutual Duty 


as Church-Members, and toa due regard to all thoſe Miniſters 


of Chrift whom the chief Shepherd ſends ro you, or ſets over 
you for his Service, and your Edification. Every Member 


ſ=cking its owa Salvation, is alſo to deſign the Edification offþ,th 


the Body, 1 Cor. 9. 22, --- 10. 33. Every part muſt be uſeful 
to the Whole, Eph. 4. 15, 16. 1 Cor. 12.25, 26, 27. and that 
muft be by mutual Communication and Company z therefore 


the Apoſtle exhorts all to covet the beſt Gifts, that they may 


be fruitful, ver. 31. 

1. As to your Miniflers, Elder or Younger, we will offer 
but this ane word: Chrift hath honeured them, in that he 
ſent them in bis Name, and on his Buſineſs; wherefore Kind- 
neſs or Uakindnefs done to them, he reſents as done to him- 
ielf, Take heed then how you Receive and Uſe his Embaſſadors, 
the Stars that he holds in his Right Hand: great is theit Work, 
and their Cares weighty, As 20. 28; 31. 2 Tim, 4. 2. 1 Pet. 
5+ 2. and all for your Souls, Do this then; Efteem them for 
Chriſt's ſake 3 aſſiſt and encourage them jn their Work for your 
own fakes, 1 Theſſ. 5. 12, 13. 1 Tim. 5. 17. Phil. 2, 29, 30. 
Pray incefJaatly for them, Heb. 13. 18. Chearfully attend their 
holy Miniſtrations, 1 The 2. 13. Free them from worldly' Cares, 
by a competent Proviſion for them and their Houſholds,G 41.6.6 
chat they may attend their Work without Piſtradt ion, and main. 
Zain decent Hoſpitalicy, Satan and the World will ſet againft 


them by Standers, and all wicked Arts: Be you always their 


taithful, zealous Friends, eſpecially under Reproaches, Tempta- 


£025 aud Inficmities, Phil. 4. 10, 155 to! 9. 2.10 
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2. To your Fellow-Members your Duty is manifold. | As; 

1. Keep in mind Chrift's dear Command of mutual Love; 
ohn 13. 34. which is everlaftingly yew and obligiog: + Ma- 
nage all your Church- Affairs, as loving Brethren, Phi 2. 1, 2, 3, 
4, Uaite your Thoughts and Counfels how to uphald the Ia- 
tereſt and Kingdom of Chriſt, and to preſerve Truth; Holi- 
neſs, and Peace in aud amongſt all his Churches, and to deſtroy 
the Works and Deſigns of the Devil. Wher vou act with 
united Hearts and Streogth, your Lord's Ambaſſadors: will be 
- an1Mcheer'd in their hard Warfare, and their Sacred Work farther'd. 
yd in God promiſeth his People one Heart, Ezck, 11. 19. and com- 
d in mands whatever tends to make their Hearts one. Where Bre- 
boxe bren dwell together in Unity, be commands the Bl:(ſing, Plal. 133. 
„and, 3. Wheretore by all means cheriſh this Unity, and unfeign- 
and ed Love; as by all humble Carriage, and by Oſices of Bro- 
aken therly Kindneſs, Kom. 16. 14. Eph. 4. 2, 3. 15, 16. — 5 2. 

Col. 3. 14. 1 Pet. 4. 8. — 5.5. Praying wich, and for each 
Duty other, Aom. 15. 30. And aſſiſting each other as ye have Means 
ſteiz and Opportunity, Nom. 16. 1, 2, 3, 4. Gal. 6. 10. Hondur- 
over ing and eſteeming them whom God honoureth to he remark- 
nber ably uſeful, 1 Cor. 16 15, 16, 18, 20. Verily ſuch Love as 
1 off, this is the fulfilling of the Law, and by your Love it muſt be 
ſefulf ſeen, that you have felt the Power of Chriſt's Lore. Ye are 
t hat of one Body, and Members one of another: Wherefore, like 
fore the Members of the Natural Body, ye muſt have a mutual 
may Care, and be ready to help and ſerve each other in Love- 

2. You are indiſpenſibly bound to meet often ia Chriſt's 
fer Name, at ftated Times and Places, that you may glorify God 
t he in a Communion of Saints, As 4. 32. Heb. 10. 25. God dev 
ad · mands this to be chiefly on the I.ord's Days; yet it becomes 
im- the Lord's redeemed to bring him their Free-will Offerings, 
ors, and ſpare other times for like uſe : And when a Church hath 
deliberately choſen ſuch times, to meet Monthly, Weekly, or 
„et. $) otherwiſe, for Prayer, Chriftian Conference, Cc. ne Member 
for ſhould for ſmall Cauſes negle& to attend: That would be to 
our your own Loſs, and might cauſe Grief or Offence to others, 
| 23a forward Example of Diligence would be to their Comfort 
eit and Strength. Wherefore look upon this as a Duty, both to 
es, Chrift,, and to his Church; and take heed of falling back from 
5.6. your ficſt Love, and early Zral, Pſal. 122. 1, 2. ja, 2. 3, 5. 
in- 3. To ſweeten all your Meetings, let an humble, p:acgable, 
at loving Spirit rule you therein, Nom. 12.9, 10, 16. 1 Tc. 2, 22. 
eit Beware of Heart-alienations, and all occaſions thereof; and let 
ta · no Man lift up himſelf in contempt of others. Strife and Dl 
Ion | | cor 
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cond often happen through ſmall Diverſities of Opinion or 
Practice; wherefore avoid ſuch Diverſity what yon can; and © 
where that cannot be, ſee that no Grudge or Diſ-union- groy 
thereby, 1 Cor. 1. 10. Phil, 1. 27. — 2. 1, 2, 3. there are 
ſcornful and turbulent Spirits, that ſow Diſcord by violent Zeal 
for ſome Party or Fancy, and by Tale bearing: Beware of al 
ſuch Practices in your Aſſemblies, which would create a mutual 
Strangeneſs, Diftance, or Jealouſy, and deſtroy all your Com- 
forts, Nom. 16. 17. 2Thbeſſ. 3. 6. You'l preſerve the Peace and 
Preſence of God with you by a Humble, condeſcending Car- ; 
riage, and great Self-denial. Do not therefore willingly give 
Offence to the pooreſt or weakeſt, but pay them all due Ho- 
nour, Rom. 15. 1. 2. Undiſſembled Humility is a great Orna- 
ment, and beautifies a Chriftian to all Brholders: it makes 
him ſhine like Chrift himſelf: Wherefore follow him therein, L 
and be ready to treat the meaneft Chriſtian as Chrift was wont 
to do, or as you would treat Chrift himſelf: A haughty Spi- fu 
rit and Behaviour is certainly of the Devil, and expels the God Wl. 9 
of Peace, and the Peace of God; and grieves the bleſſed Com- 
forter, James 4. 6, 7. Eph. 4. 30, 31. 0 

4. Let every one Deſign and Aim to be ſerviceable in his 
Place and Relation; every little Member of our natural Body At 
profits the whole; the Eye is the light of all the Body; the x 
Tongue pleads for the whole, or for any part; the Hand re-ſ b 
ceives and labours as much as for the Foot, or the Head, as for f 
it ſelf. Let none of you be contentedly unfruitful. What 2 
Temporals or Spirituals you receiv'd, gladly communicate, 48 1 
2. 44, 46. Gal. 3. 28. — 6. 2, 9, 10. As to ſpiritual Riches p 
of Gifts, Grace, or Experience, ye may be modeſtly willing at all I 5 
times to impart thereof to ſuch as need the ſame; Pſal. 66. 16. 
Je ſhew you what God bath done for my Soul. Te report my e 
Obſervation of God's Conduct towards me, and others: Ta ff , 
edify my Companions, ſuccour the Ignorant, Weak, Fearful, or & x 
Tempted; Vie record what I have found of the Lord's gracious | 
faithful dealings with me, Covet therefore a gracious Ability | 
to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon, keeping in your Place, 1 Cor. 14. 1- lt 

. 
| 
{ 


Eph, 4. 29. Col. 3. 16. and be frequent in ſuch uſeful Com- 
munion, Mal. 3. 16. Ads 14. 27. The Errors and Follies of 
ſome vain Bablers, that may happen under this pretext, muſt 
not drive you into barren Converfation. As to Temporals, 
that you poſſeſs, be rich in Good Works; free and forward to 
ſpare of your Plenty to them that need, tho others that a- 
bound more than you, perhaps will not, Epb. 4. 28; Heb. 13; 
16. To make all things common, as in Ats 4. 32, 35. wa) 
| W 
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Law or Rule to any but in ſuch like Circumſtances of the 
Church. But you muſt at all times fiudy to honour the Lord 
with your Subftance, Prov. 3. 9. 1 Tim. 6. 17, 19. It's always 
praiſe-worthy to diſtribute willingly, with* Prudence, and in 
proportion to your Receivings, and of your own Accord, when 


F occaſion offers, As 11, 28, 29. yea, ſometimes beyond your 


Ability, 2 Cor. 8. 1. to 5. Moſes declared to J/rael that good 
Law, of paying the Tenths of all their Increaſe to the Lord z 
but the deep Reaſons thereof were far older and unalterable, 
Gen. 14. 20. --- 28, 22. Indeed it ſeems, that ordinarily God 
claims a Tenth of our Goods, as a Seventh of our Time: 
which one thing well conſidered, would make our diftcibutions 
more more large and frequent, without grudging; and then 
many Complaints of the Needy would effectually ceaſe ; The 
Lord's Labourers might with eaſe be well ſupply'd in greater 
number, and ſuch as he calls to ſuffer for his Name be chear- 
fully ſupported, Marth. 25. 35, 36. Phil, 4. 15, 16, 18. 3 Ep. 
Fobn, v. 5, 6, 7. and none would be expoſed to Temptations 
of Beggery in times of Peace; which is a moſt unhappy way 
for the deftitute to ſeek Relief, and is liable to many Miſchiefs 
and Abuſes, It ſeems utterly diſallow'd in the Law of Moſes, 
tho' when that State declined, we find ſome Taftances of it: 
Truly ingenious Spirits can hardly have the Face to beg. Now 
becauſe all the Needy cannot make noiſy Complaints. ſome of 
the Rich ſhould of their own Accord ſearch into their Wants 
and Diſtreſſes, as Fob did, Fob 29. 12, 13, 15, 16, or viſic their 
poor Cottages, to ſee what Neceffaries are lacking to Perſons or 
Families, and willingly relieve both their Bodies aud grieved 
Spirits, 2 Tim. 1. 17. James 1. 27. 
35. Every Member in its place ſhould further the Diſcipline 
of Chriſt in his Church, or help on the due Adminiftration 
thereof, tho' all cannot, and may not act alike herein: The 
Honour of the Lord is much concern'd in this, and his Law of 
generous Love obligeth all to be faithful to them chat offend, 
to reſcue or recover them ſpiritual Harms, and the Error of 
their Way with much Long-ſuffering and Prudence, Gal.6. 1,2. 
Fames 5. 19. Fude 23. Timely warning, Counlels, or Re- 
_—_ may prevent much Sin, Lev. 19. 17. which therefore 
ould be meekly welcom'd, Pſal. 141. 5, We ſhould never 
i let Sin grow in our Companions, if we could help it, being 
ſworn to ſtand on God's (ide againſt Sin and Satan; and obliged 
dy that plain Rule of Chriſt, co offer our remedial Help to 
them that err, Mattb 18. 15, 16, &c. Fames 5. 16. which it 


we neglect, we either want Courage, Zeal, or dutiful Com- 
| paſſion, 


thers Keeper, but you muſt. To that end preſerve a good 


ſcipline; which are, 1. To repreſent Chrift's tender Care to 
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paſſion, 1 Cor. 5. 2. Rev. 2. 20. Cain would not be his Bro- 


1 


Eſteem of your Fellow Chriſtians and defend their good 
Names, nor be hafty to cenſure their State or Actions in doubt- 
ful Caſes, Matth. 7. 1, 2. 1 Cor. 13. 7. The Devil will flan- 
der the Brethren; but do not you take up, or ſpread Evil 
hte Pſal. 15. 3, 4. Titus 3. 2. Reſiſt him eſpecially in 
his Attempts to detame good Minifters, 1 Tim. 5. 19. Let an 
angry Countenance drive away a backbiting Tongue; this is, 
but doing as you would wiſh others in that Caſe ſhould do to 
you: But if any in your Societies prove really wicked, let no 
partiality hinder you to ſee Sin in them. If any contemn 
Chriſt's holy Commands, or diſhonour their Chriſtian Calling 
by pernicious Corruption in Doctrine or Practice, and healing 
Methods have not their due effect, Thoſe you muſt not fail 
openly to diſown. and caft out, 1 Cor. 5. 5, 7, 13. for hereby 
you'l conſult the Honour of Chriſt's Holineſs, and ſafety of his 
other Followers. Conſidet but the true Ends of Chriſtian Di- 


wy 


Fa 


preſerve, heal, and ſave Souls in an evil: World, by their 
mutual Fidelity. 2. To repreſent his future impartial Judg- 
ment on the obſtinate, by thruſting them out of his Church, 
and thereby to hold all his Churches in awe, Kev. 2. 23. 
2 Tbeſſ. 3. 14, 15. and be true to him therein: But to cheriſh 
the Scandalous among you, is to make Chrift a Companion of 
infamons Sinners, | | 
6, A ſpecial Care is due for Chrift's ſake to his weak and 
little Ones, to Succour them, as he did, becauſe liable to 
more Miſtakes and Dangers, Kom. 14. 1, 13, 14. 15» 12. 
They that are weak in Knowledge or Judgment, need more 
Forhearance and Aſſiſtance, Heb. 12. 12, 13. eſpecially in their 
Afflictions and Temptations; elſe by Offence and Neglects 
they may be loſt from from Chriſt's Iatereft, 1 Cor. 8. 9, 10, J. 
11,12, Confeſs Chrift in them, teach, viſit, feed, and relieve 
them, and help them in all Trials for Chriſt's ſake, Matrb. lth 
25. 35, 26. 1 Lbeſſ. 5.11, 14. Jn every well-order'd Family I. 
on Earth, they have a ſpecial regard to them that cannot ſtand Nea 
or go alone; much more in Chriſt's Heavenly Family you hy 
ſhould ſee that no bruiſed Reed be broken. Let it never be pe 
ſaid, that you deſpiſe one another in Neceſſities or Eoficmities, ſth; 
Rom. 12. 13, 15. 2 Cor. 11. 29. while ſo many walk in a pri-th 
vate, ſelfiſh Spirit, and are fordidly unconcern'd about others fg, 
Welfare, Phil. 2. 21. See that you ſhun all uncharicableneſs g 
and cenſoriouſneſs, which is a Root of much Evil. The co 

jan 
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Bro. ian Temper is Generous, Publick and Sef-denying 3 Divine 
0 race fils the Heart with Good-Wil to all, 1 0 3. 16, 17, 18. 
good WF: diſpoſeth Chriftians to promote each others Sanctifcation, 
b — and Salvation, that God may have the greater Praiſe 
dubt· rom them altogether, 2 Cor. 9. 13, 14. | 
4s to thoſe without alſo, i, e. who are yet Strangers to the 
e Power, Pleaſures, and Beauty of true Religion, you ſhonld 
y 10 For Chrift's ſake walk in tender, faithful Wiſdom, left you 
et 20 Warden them in their blind prejudices, Col. 4. 5. Your meek 
is ad lovely Converſation is the beft way to plead for Godlineſs 
0 to Pad raiſe a good Report on the holy Dod rines and Rules of 
t no Chriſtianity $ This is 70 ſhine 45 Lights in your Day, Marth. 5. 16. 
2 Pbil. 2. 15, 16. or to adorn and commend the Doctrine of God 
maß pur Saviour, Tit. 2. 10, 11, 14. Ye are Debtors to God and 


** an, to live ſo as to convince Gain - ſayers, and further theit 
"1! FConverfion, 1 Pet. 3. 1. Do nothing however to hinder it, 
_—_ eaſt the Name of Chriſt be reproach'd thro' you. Your 

bis vel-doing in all Capacites and Relations is that which muff 
Di. Put to filence the ignorant Cavils of fooliſh Men, and raiſe the 


Reputation of your Lord and Mafter in the World, 1 Per. 2. 


* — 5. — 3. 16. A vain, unſayoury, "looſe Converſation will 
0B” Sharden the World in Carnal Security, and induce them to 
ch, uy, Religion is a Cheat; and that indeed you have received 
23. f God no other Spirit than the common World hath; You 
y- ould be the Salt of the Barth, ſeaſoning and leayening Men 


or God and Heaven, Luke 13. 2. Epb. 4. 29. To theſe Coun- 
els we might well add a ſmart Admonition againft ſome grow- 
ng Sins, which will ſurely Ruige any Churches in which they 
are not reſiſted. 

A proud, contentious Mind about Notions or PraRices, or 
worldly Intereft z without Diſcretion, Forbearance, or any due 
egard to the honour of Religion, and the Publick Good, of 
the edification of the Church: Contrary to 1 Cr. 3. 2, 3. 
6. 57 6, — IL, 16, 18. 

A bold Liberty in Converſation, venturing to conform to 
he unſafe Cuftoms of this evil World: Contrary to Rom. 12: 
2. a. 8. 11. Eph. 5. 11. Wiſdom commends to us the wy of 
good Men, Prov; 2. 20. that may be firait and unfaſhionable, 
but commonly ſafe.. Tender Chriſtians muſt be ſhy of all ap- 
pearance of Evil, and keep far from Danger. Many times 


ties, things ſimply lawful muſt not be done, left others be hurt 
Pri! thereby, or our Good be Evil ſpoken of. Hear what tlie Lord 
hers Bays about the uſe of your Liberty, Rom. 14. 16. to 20. 1 Cor. 


1  tdknely 


oy 8. 9. to 13. 
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Idleneſs js another pernicious Evil, 2 Thefſ. 3. 11, 12. expo- 
ſing to mauy Temptatibns z it makes your Minds vain, @iritualy 
barren, and miſchie vous to others; by tatling, 'whiſpering, cen- 
ſuring, and fooliſh medling in other Peoples Families and Al. 
fairs, 1 Tim 5. 13, 19. which is a blow at the root of Chriftian 
Charity and Peace, 2 Cor. 12. 20. Therefore the Wiſdom of 


God requires you to be buſy, Nom. 12. 11. Levit. 19. 16. 


And alas, that in our awakening Times we complain, 
that ſo many grow cold as to the Duties of Publick Worſhip, 
negleAing Ordinances on ſlight pretences, having no ſpiritual 
Appetite, Like David in Pfal. 84. 1, 2, 10. no ſenſe of Duty 
to God, nor of ſpiritual Wants. This ſlackneſs gives way to 
the God of this World, and to the Fleſh, and ſo will grow to 
greater Miſchiefs. Others dangerouſly indulge a looſe, formal, 
heedleſs frame in worſhipping the Great God: They. ſeem to 
reſt in bodily Exerciſe, without ſpiritual Affections or Enjoy- 
ments in Duties; whereas God is to be ſpiritually Worſhipped 
with united Hearts, warm Deſires, and lively Hopes, P ſal. 2. 
11. Heb. 10. 22, --- 12, 28. More ſcandatons abd/ſhameful 
it is, when love of Fleſhly Eaſe devours all bodily: Reverence 
in waiting on God, and ſo his high Majeſty is approach'd with 
ſuch-indecency, 'as no ingenious Man would ſuſſer his own Child 
or Servant to practice towards himſelf, Surely God framed our 
Body fo curiouſly, that it might act a comely part in our Ho- 
28 him, Fſal. 89. 6, 7. - 95. 2. 6. 1 Cor. 6. 20. Oh 
far be it from us to offer unto the Great God, the judge of 
Heatts, ſuch Worſhip as we would Bluſh to preſent to à poor 
Mortal, Mal. 1. 6, 8, 12, 13. When Hearts are poſſeſs d with 
due Reverence, they'll command that we honour the Lord in 
all Caſes with our very beft, and with all our united Powers, 
as Saints and Angels do above, Rev. 4. 10. --- 5.11, 13, 14. 
Beware of theſe, and all the aboundiug Evils of theſe laft and 

rilous Times, wherein moſt Profeſſors have a Form of God- 

ineſs, denying the Power thereof. Have Salt in your ſelves, 

and haue Peace one with another, Mark 9. 50. Walk carefully 
by Divine Rule, as being led by bis Spirit; ſo will he Grace 
you with His own Preſence in your Aſſemblies, and crown your 
Work with much inward Comfort, and holy Joy, Gal. 6. 16. 
Rev. 2. 8 7. --- 3. 18, 20. | = 

. 3. Suffer us to mind you next of ſome Duty to ſuch 
Neighbonr Chriſtians as worſhip God in Chrift, in a manner 
ſomewhat differing from you. 

1. Perhaps there is ſome variety among you that Diſſent from 
the Publick Eſtabliſhment 3 aad ſo there is among Gonformills 

* a 
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and among Papifts too: So little cauſe have either of them to 
id us for our ſmaller Diverſities, who agree with all 
ſound Proteſtants in the great ſubſtantials of Doctrine and 
Worſhip. Alas Man's Underſtanding and Judgment is dark 
and weak z all ſorts of Men ſhow this upon all Occaſions, tho” 
every Party is apt to forget it in their arguing againſt others, 
and thereupon are Dogmatical, Peeviſn, Scornful, Cenſorious, 
and call names. But we warn you to know, and conſider your 
ſelves, and you'l then more eafily bear with the Darkneſs, Er- 
rors, and Iufirmities of others 3 and wherein your Sentiments 
cannot agree (as about Modes of Diſcipline, or ſome Circum- 
ſtances of adminiſtring Sacraments) leave them to the Lord's 
perſwaſions. You deſire forbearance from others; what a 
ſhame then would it be for you to be rigid and narrow Spirit- 
ed? Take heed therefore of that Evil which you fo uy 
blame in ſome, viz. deviſing and exaſting bumane Terms of Church- 
Communion. Whom the Lord Jeſus Receives you may not Re- 
je, tho they may vary in ſome ſmall Opinions: Chrift him- 
ſelf, and not you, muſt dire& the Qualification of. Church- 
Members. If therefore you have any diſtinguiſhing Opinion, 
make not that 4 Condition of Communion z prefer no Man meer- 
ly for embracing that; and refuſe no humble, ſerious Chrifti- 
an, for not being fond of your Darling, In Chriſt Feſus Cir- 
cumcifion availeib nothing, nor Uncircumcifion, but Faith that work- 
eth by Love, Gal. 5.6, 1 Cor. 7. 19. Why. doft thou judge thy 
Brother ? or why doſt thou ſet at nougbt thy Brotber? i. e. for 
not being exactiy of thy Mind or Humour, Nom. 14. 10. What 
is become of Catholick, generous Love, if we muſt have ſo 
many ſorts of Churches as we have differing Opinions? Sure- 
ly God's Children muſt, and may be of one Heart, tho' they 
cannot yet ſee all with one Eye. 

2. Asto your Conforming Brethren of the Parochial Church- 
es, ſee that you diſſent not in a proud, ſurly Spirit, like that of 
the Phariſce, who cry'd, Stand off, I am bolier then thou, Tis 
not your differing from their humane Rites (tho' therein you 
may de in the right) will certainly make you Saints, nor their 
Conformity make them profane; Some of the old Samaritans, 
whoſe Worſhip was more corrupt, yet were more pleaſing to 
Chrift than the Self-conceited Fews, Luke 10. 33, 37. 17. 
16, 18. Wherefore : Os 

1. Tho' each of you be perſwaded, that himſelf is in the 
right, and his Neighbour is miftaken, don't ſhun each others 
Converſation ; ſeeing you agree in far more and greater things 
than you differ about. And as to, you Diſſenters, in all your 

| I. 2 Con verſo 


( 66 | 
Converſe with them whoſe way of Worſhip you diflike,a& ſo a; 

y convince them, your Diſſent is in great ſincerity, and truly 
for Conſcience ſake 3 that tis not Humour and Faction drives 


ou to it, but good Scripture and Reaſon conftrain you, and 
— of ſinning againft God; tho raſh Men tax you of Hypo- 


— 


criſie, or detide you as ſcrupulous Fools. No doubt there may 


be among you and them alſo, too many Hypocrites, who choſe 
their Religion not by Rule, nor act therein from good Confide- 
ation, and fixed Principles, but ſteer by carnal Intereft, world. 


ly Influence, and common Example, Let none have occation 


to ſay ſo of you: be ye therefore as much afraid of Sin in all o 
ther Caſes, as in Conforming ; elſe who can take you to be Per- 
ons of tender Conſciences? Beware of all tricking, Diſſem. 
ling, oyer-reaching, walking in Craft and Guile, or ftraining 
any point of Conſcience, to ſerve a Deſign, 2 Cor. 4. 2. — 6 
» 6, 7. See there how the holy Apoftles abhorr'd ſuch Deal 
. and walk d in all Uprightneſs, 2 Cor. I. 12. 


2, Wherein you are agreed with thoſe other Chriftiansſ 


walk peaceably and charitably together, in bonour, prefer 


ring oug another, Phil, 2. 3. --- 3. 16, Own the Image 0 
Chrift wherever you ſee it, tho in ſuch as do not agree in all, 
Points with you. God forbid, that any ſhould think, your 


Principles of Diſſenting oblige you to deſpiſe and cenfure them 
Nom. 14. 10. Nay, if they pleaſe, there might be ſome Con 
munion of Saints between you, not only in Faith and Loy 
but in ſuch parts of Worſhip wherein you differ not. Some 
their Side write for their 0ccaſiong} Wor forging in our Aſſemblie 


where none can fairly pretend, that we do any thing but whal 


themſelves allow and practice; and moſt of our Obje&ions ? 
— their Worſhip do not affect all the parts thereof: Where 
fore you might receive each other, as Chrift receives both 
without adventuring on doubtful things z and however, 

brotherly Love continue: Your Diſſent about Forms of Wot 
ſhip ſhould never ſet you at variance in Affection, like the ol 


Jews and Samaritans, John 4. 9. You ſhould be ready upd 


Occaſions, to pray together, and do all Offices of Charity m 
tually; and to that end purge out all Bitterneſs and Alienatio! 
of Minds, Epb. 4.31. 1 Pet. 2. 1. Some bigotted Men on th 
piſcgpal fide allow no Salvation in your Churches, and nul 3 
our Adminiftrations. Let not their Madneſs drive you itt 
the contrary Extreme; Not many of them are ſo extrar 

gant, we hope. . ; 
3. In your Converſe with the Church-People, let not th 
debated matters be the ordinary Sabject of your Talk, as is! 
EB; 4 . . AW "4s manne 
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manner of ſome zealous Opinionifts, who place all Religion jn 
their Formalities. You have room enough beſides to Diſcourſe 
of the great, unqueſtion d things of Saving Religion, Doctri- 
nal and Practical: And that would be to better purpoſe, and 
maxe increaſe your Light, Holineſs, and Love, It would in- 
deed be an unaccountable Shame for you to Difſent, and not 
know why : Therefore you muſt be able and ready in Scaſon, 
to ſhow good Scripture-grounds for your practice; elſe how 
can you ftand by that Truth, in time of Trial z or indeed be 
Conſcientious Diſſenters. Sure, you'l not offer the Blind to God 
for Sacrifice, That would be no reaſonable Service, It was to 
prevent this, that we wrote you the foregoing Leiter. But 
when once your Judgment is well ſettled in theſe matters, do 
not always dwell thereon in your Diſcourſe, as if nothing elſe 
did deſerve to employ your Minds. That would make your 
Souls lean and ftarving z like feeding on Aſhes, or devouring 
the Wind. . 

4. Whenever you muſt ſhow Cauſe of your Difſenting, do 
it with Modeſty, Meekneſs, and Fear, without perſonal Re- 
flections. It's true, no words are ſoft enough to pleaſe ſome z 
and the mildeft of our Advocates are treated as the ſevereſt: 
However, be not overcome of Evil, ia repreſenting what fault 
you find in what is impoſed on you. Men deviſe Forms and 
Ceremonies, Which they call Indifferent, and impoſe the Uſe of 
them on ſuch as Scruple, or count them Sinful 3 at leaſt when 
ſo impoſed ; Or highly Inexpedient and Uneditying.You on the 
contrary alledge, That God has fix'd a Rule of his Worſhip, 


which none dare ſay, is Imperfect or Inſufficient : Therefore you 


think, that Mens alteriug, ſuperſeding, or adding to what God 
has enjoined, and requiring Terms of Communion which God 
has not required, is to aſſume a God-like Authority, and to 
Affront that Divine Wiſdom which choſe and fix d the Rule of 
Religion, Hence you infer the Vanity, Uſeleſneſs, or Hurt of 
humane Ceremonies ſo impoſed. Nay, perhaps you further 
obſerve, or believe, that ſuch invented Ceremonies among the 


Pagans, Jews, Papifts, and ſome Proteſtants of divers Nati- 


ons, have always done hurt, and been injurious to Peace and 
Piety in the Church: And you fear that ſuch unwarranted 
things will never ſucceed better with us. You find, that groſs 
Idolatry leads to (as well as flows from) groſs, unworthy 
Thoughts of Godz and other pompous Theatrical Worlhip,. 
promiſes no better; it occaſions much Formality and Hypo 


criſy in Worſhip, turns away Mens Zeal from ſubftantial Re- 
_ ligion, to dote upon Trifles which make them no better Men, 


Manp. 
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Matth. 23. 23. Nay, when impoſed, do unavoidably produce 
much Pride, Bitterneſs, Enmity, and Strife 3 and ſo do radi. 
cally wound true Religion, and deftroy the Peace of the Church, 
Theſe, and the like Pleas you can humbly offer, but your being 


petulant or peremptory adds no force to them: Wherefore wei 


intreat you manage your Arguments with Prudence, Humility, 
and good Temper : And be not Angry or Saucy, if others do 


not preſently ſee the force thereof, Reſolve to wait till the 


Lord ſhall convince them; for He only can do that. 


g. 4. We fhall next preſs you to ſome Duty to dear Pofte,$#2 


rity z eſpecially in your own Families, to preſerve the Know: 


ledge and Fear of God in them, when you ſhall ſhortly be 


gone hence. To preſerve 4 holy Seed was the great Scope and 
Deſign of God's ſealing bis Covenant to, and with his faithful 
Abrabam, Gen. 18. 17, 18, 19. And that is the great Charge 
which God lays on his People of all Generations 3 to keep that 
Seed alive, and to tranſmit God's Teftimony and Memorial to 
the riſing Generation, Pſal. 78. 4, 5, 6. which Burden of the 
Lord lies chiefly on Parents; Whom therefore we exhort, 

1. Take pains to underftand that Holy Covenant, wherein 
You and Yours ftand related to God, and You ftand engaged 
for all Yours; which Covenant alſo you ſo often renew, bot 
in devoting every Child to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt ; and at his holy Table, and upon other Occaſions, to 
have it always freſh in Memory. Conſider well the matter de- 


clared to you therein; the Bleſſings promiſed, the Duties de- 


manded. How elſe can you be faithful to thoſe Vows ? or 
purſue the Ends of the Covenant ? 
2. Remember that you conſcientiouſly pay your Vows to 


God, in ſanQifying your Houſholds, as Abrabam, Foſhua, and 


David did. Cauſe them All to know the God of their Father, 
to know his Fame, his Works, his gracious Deſigns, and to ſeek 


and keep his Precepts: Oh ſpare no Pains to Inftru& and Influ- 


ence them for God, Deu. 6. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. Prov. 4. 1, 2, 3. 4, 5 
— 31. 1, 2, 3, &c. 1 Pet. 3. 20, 21. As they grow up id 
riper Age and Judgment, move, and perſwade 'them perſo- 
nally and ſolemnly to avouch the Lord for their God, and to 
take hold on his Covenant. Draw them wiſely and judiciouſly 
to put their Necks under Chriſt's Yoke. This is to Train them 
up in the way, Prov. 22. 6. 1 Chron. 28. 8. 9. 

3. Always go before them in a bright Example of unfeign; 
ed, ſerious practice of Godlineſs, in all its parts; that ſeeing 
they will learn moſt by imitation, they may follow you ſafely, 
and ſo be indiſpenſibly drawn to work out their Salvation. I: 

| | an? 
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: Boy thing be Evil in your Carriage towards God or Man, It 
ill make you Acceſſary to their doing the like, or breed in 
z Ibdem a prejudice againft that Religion you profeſs, when they 
e your practice contradict it, F ye know theſe things, bappy 
He if ye do them, - 
4. When they have well digefted the main things of Saving 
in the Religion, who can blame you for acquainting them alſo with 
he Reaſons upon which you Diffent from others, about the 
Pofle. way of Worſhip ? If you are perſwaded that your way is God's 
Know. Way, Zeal for his Truth, and for the Purity of his Worſhip 
ly befſvill oblige you to do this. Conſcientious Conformiſts will do 
e and o on their ſide; and you cannot be honeft to your Principles, 
ithful Mor faithful to your Families, if by a careleſs Neutrality you 
hargeÞet that die in your Hands, which,you ſay is the Cauſe of God. 
that You may not compel any to tread your Steps; they muſt ſee 
jal to with their own Eyes ; But you ſhould lay the matter fairly 
F rhe before them, that true * may guide their Choice, and 
that they may not ignorantly turn from the Rule of the Word. 
ereiu nor yet injudiciouſly follow you a while in a good way, as 
aged | Turks and Pagans follow their Predeceſſors. In any Nation, 
both they that Diſſent from a Publick Eſtabliſhment are on the Low- 
Holyer side: But if that be God's Side, beware leſt through your 
„te Neglect, you tempt your Children to relinquiſh it tor any 
rde-worldly Eaſe, Honour, or Advantage. However, teach them 
; de. moſt diligently, that Non- conformity which is withour queſtion 3 
\ or that is, to the corrupt Luſts, and pernicious ways of the vain 
tormal World, and to che Evil Mariners of theſe degenerate 
to dreggy Times, Nom. 12. 2. Eph. 5.8 11. 1 Pet. 1. 14, 18. 
and They muſt come forth, and be ſeparate from every unclean thing, 
ber, | £!ſe God will not receive them, 2 Cor. 6, 17. Lead them Chere- 
ſcek fore in the ſtrait way, Marth, 7. 14. For without Holy Singu- 
flu- larity there can be no real Religion, Jſa. 8. 11, 12, 18, 20. 
N When Ephraim mixed himſelf among the People, Strangers de- 
"(CF voured his Strength, Hoſea 7.8, 9. 
ſo- . To eacourage your Childrens Faith, Love, and Hope in 
1 to Gd, often recount to them from Scriptute-Hiſtory, and from 
ily | your own Obſervation, God's great AQs of Providence on 
em | behalf of his Covenant-People. Tell of his ancient Deal- 
ings with his Church, as Pſa}. 105. and of his appearing for 
zn, | them in your Times, when they dutifully prefſed forward in 
ng | Reformation. Thus the Fewiſh Parents were bound to do, 
ly, Exod, 12. 26, 27. Foſhua 4. 6, 7. and thus they did, Pſal. 
i: 78. 4, Ge. So did Moſes in his whole Book of Deuteronomy 3 
ny | and this is Foſbua's Scope in his Two laſt Chapters. All _ 
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nan, Plal. 111. 5, 9. Therefore ſet it not be bury'd in Obli- 
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vion, but charge your Children alſo to Record his doings to 
their Poſterity, that his Fame may be everlaſting. 

6. If indeed you would have Religion to live among your 
dear Poſterity, and would have them to inherit the Bleſſing of 
Abrabam, do your beſt to raiſe and breed up for them an able. 
faithful, holy Miniftry, God of old ſepatated a whole Tribe 
for that uſe, inſtead of the Firft-born, whom he claimed be- 
fore, Exod. 13. 2. Numb. 3. 12, 13. Out of which numerous 
Tribe there was room enough to ſet aſide all that had any 
Blemiſh or defect, as unfit for that high and honourable Ser- 
vice, Lev. 21. 16. to 24. Suppoſe your Firft-born be as Reuben 
was to Facob, The excellency of Dignity, and the excellency of 
Strength: They can never be too good for attending the Lord 
in his Houſe: The Male of the Flock was always his due. 


We are very ſenſible, that in the preſent State of things, the 


Miniſtry among Diſſenters muſt generally be the way of Selb- 
denial ;z but its never the worſe for that, nor will the Lovers of 
Jeſus count it ſo. Wherefore chooſe out your very beft for 
the Lord's Portion, and improve them the beft you can, by 
Education, that they may adorn their Profeſſion. It were 
your Wiſdom and Honour (eſpecially thoſe who are rich in this 
World) to move your Children to reckon Chrift's Service their 
Preferment, and perſwade them to embrace it, without a Pro- 


ſpect of worldly Promotion. For if at this time any ſeek great 


Things below, they ate like to miſs them, as Baruch was told in 
like times, Fer. 45. 4, 5. Hence few of the greater ſort now 


vouchſafe to beftow of their Sons, or their Subſtance to Grace 
the Miniftry, unleſs it be in ſome ſplendid and pompous Church; 
the Reaſon of which cannot be good. Well, Sics, Chrift Jeſus 
needs you far leſs than you need him; he can anoint Amos the 


Herdſman to become a Prophet, and ſpirit poor Fiſhermen to do 
him honourable Service. But its a blot on this Generation of 


Profeſſors, that the immediate Service of 'Religien is ſo vile in 


their Eyes. Worlily Minds look away from it as a poor beg- 
gerly thing, and leave it to ſhift for it ſelf, They called thee an 


. Onicaſt, ſaying, This is Zion whom no Man ſeebetb after, Jer. 
30. 17, Mark the end of it there, verſ. 16, 18, 19. and re- 


member, Them that bonour me 1 will honour, but they ibat deſpiſe 
me, [ball be lightly eſteemed. Moſes left all his Wealth, Eaſe, 
and Grandeur in the Court of Egypt, to ſerve and accompany 
the People of God in their Poverty and Reproach, Heb. 11. 
25, 26, Nay, all the Holy Angels are miniſtringCpirirs * the 
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See 1 Sam. 1. 22. 24, 28. — 2. 19, 20, 21. 
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Heirs of Salvation: And the Son of God bimſelf did for a 
time diveſt himſelf of his Glory. and pit on ſuch Frailty; whete- 
by he might be apt to Minifter to ſiaful Men, and that in a very 
poor, obſcure Condition: How is it then, that now ſuch Mi- 
niſtry grows into Contempt; as fit for none to undertake, but 
the Refiſe of the People z who would thruft into Sacred Office, 
1b eat 4 piece of Bread? Like that mercenary Levite in Fudges 
17. who becomes any Mans Prieſt, and offers Sacrifice to any 
God for his Hire, Fudg. 18. 3. 19, 20. Or, like thoſe of Fe- 
roboam, 1 Kings 12. 31, 32. Prieſts to bis Calves, made of the 
Loweſt of the People, Chap. 13. 33. If thus you ſhould proſti- 
tute the Chriftian Miniftry, think, what will become of your 
Pofterity ? But when humble#Za1mab had devoted her Firft-born 
Samuel to the Lord, He multiplied her Bleſſings and Comforts 7 
And how Great 
a Man of God was this Samuel, in Viſions, in Prophecy, in 
Judgment, and in Prayer! But alas, this wretched Earthlineſs 
hinders of ftarves every good Deſign z and is the bitter Root, 
that has ruin'd Religion in all Ages; and at this Day is the 
Cauſe of manifold Diſcouragements to Miniſters, Old and Young : 
We beſeech you, to beware of it, as ever you deſire to approve 
your ſelves to God in the Great Day of Accounts, and forfeit 
not the Honour of having ſome Concern, as you can, in pro- 
viding ſuch a Miniſtry, of whom it may be hoped, that the 
Pledfure of the Lord ſha proſper in their Hands. Such as the 
Prophet ſpeaks of in Mal. 2. 4, 5, 6, 7. — 3+ 3» 4+ — 4. 6, 6. 
In thus doing, we ( who have coveted no Man's Silver or 
Gold, or Apparel, and whoſe own Hands have ſometimes Mi- 
niftred to our Neceſſities, rather than we would be burden- 
ſome to you) commend you to God, and the Word of bis Grace, 
Thich is able to build you up, and to give you an Inberizance among 
| S 


all them wbo are Senftify'd. Amen. Amen. 


THE, END. 
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8 In Two Volumes. "Toſs. 5 


:The Life of the Reverend Mr. 11 Baxter ahh the 
Hiftory of the Times He lived in. Written by n Folio. 


- Biſhop Wi king's. Diſcourſes of the Gift of Prayer and Preach: 
ig 3 the: latter much inlarged: By Dr. Moor; now. Lord Bi- 
of Norwich, The Eighth Edition; In Octavo. 


MI. Addey's Stenographia ; oc, The Art of Short-writing 
compleated, in a far more Compendious way than any, yet Ex- 
ant. Oftavo: Allo the whole Bible in che ſame Short-hagg 4 
. Engraven on Copper Plates. 1 3 Ve 


Remarks on a late Diſcourſe of Willem Lord Biſhopaf "Derry ; 


concerning the Inventions of Men in the Worſhip: pf God. 


Alſo a Defence of the {:id Remarks, againft his e 
Admonition. By . Beyſe. af 11 5 


A Preſervative againft Deiſm a 2 Sbewing the great Advant- 
age of Revelation, above Reaſon, in the Two great. Points, 
Pardon of Sin, and a Future State of Happipeſs, , WI b an 


Appendix, in Auſwer to a Letter of Mr. AW. 


vealed Religion, in the a * * e n 
Wiel Taylor. Octavo. hs 222 * A 4 194 4 


A Diſcourſe of the Nature eats « of I Falth is 

Jefus Chrift. With an Anſwer to the Pleas of our Modern 
Unit iunt; for the ſaffitiency bf bare Morality, or meer Cha- 

rity to Salvation, By Mr. Nab, Taylor. Octavo. 


practical Diſcourſes on ſeveral important page whe A 
Diſcourſe of the Children of Holy Parents. Right Diſcourſes 


 . on the Covenant of Grace. A brief Diſcourſe of Infant Bap- 


tiſm. And a Sermon before the Lord Mayor. By? the late 
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